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OPEN CITY 


Dana Gould Comes 
to Columbia City 

BY SEAN NELSON 


D ana Gould has been doing stand-up 
comedy for 35 years. For at least 25 
of those years, he has been one of the most 
inventive, brilliant, and respected comics in 
the business. He was a writer on The Simp- 
sons for seven years, and has been closely 
associated with excellent TV, including The 
Ben Stiller Show and Parks and Recreation. 
More recently, he wrote an episode of the 
Mystery Science Theater 3000 Netflix reboot 
and created the IFC horror-comedy show 
Stan Against Evil. 

Even more recently — May 3, in fact — 
Gould performed two shows at the Columbia 
City Theater, both of which were recorded for 
his next album, which will be released on the 
Northwest punk-rock (and, latterly, comedy 
LP) label Kill Rock Stars. 

Before the shows, Gould and his opener, 
Emma Arnold, had 
an early dinner of 
Thai food with the 
staff of Kill Rock 
Stars at Spice Room, 
across Rainier Av- 
enue from the the- 
ater. It was the first 
time most of them 
had met one an- 
other, and the atmo- 
sphere was convivial 
but subdued. Gould 
told a few stories 
while the KRS kids 
chatted and looked 
at their phones. 

Trying to convey 
a comedian’s style 
in print can be a 
sucker bet — there’s 
a reason every- 
one uses the same 
handful of adjectives to talk about Lenny 
Bruce, Richard Pryor, and George Carlin — 
but Gould’s work has staked out a beautiful, 
largely uncharted patch of land between silli- 
ness and suicidal despair. 

An early highlight of the Columbia City 
set was a hunk in which Gould revealed that 
his “oddly political birthday,” August 24, 1964, 
was exactly nine months and two days after 
the assassination of JFK, “which tells you all 
you need to know about how my father pro- 
cesses grief.” 

What followed was an astonishingly bal- 
letic pantomime of his father unhooking his 
belt, unbuttoning his pants, lowering his 
pants, lowering his underwear, spitting in his 
hand, stroking himself hard, then proceeding 
to have sexual congress with his mother from 
behind, replete with light ass slap, all while 
delivering a lachrymose monologue about 
the terrible news from Dallas. “What does 
this mean? What does this say about us as 
a people, you know?... Maybe it’s time for a 
different form of government — a parliament, 
maybe.” 

His capacity for saying things most people 
are either (or both) unwilling to say or incapa- 
ble of dreaming up is precisely what has made 
Gould a heroic figure to a certain strand of 
comedy fans who are slightly more chagrined 


than cheered by the rising tide of democrati- 
zation in stand-up. 

In one way, Kill Rock Stars signing a vet- 
eran like Gould is a coup for the label, which is 
clearly working to establish itself as a force in 
the comedy album world. In another, Gould’s 
work offers a strong contrast to the sensi- 
bilities and audiences of some of the younger, 
more conspicuously “woke” performers who 
record for KRS, like Cameron Esposito, Rhea 
Butcher, Hari Kondabolu, and W. Kamau Bell. 

Gould does bits about rape, murder, sui- 
cide, murder-suicide, divorce, and religion, 
among other “not okay” subjects. Part of the 
joke is that you know you’re not really sup- 
posed to acknowledge the possibility that 
anything about those subjects might be fun- 
ny. And yet... Gould’s treatment of them is 
reliably gutturally hilarious — not merely be- 
cause of the audacity 
of mining them for 
laughter, but because 
of his astonishing 
verbal and physical 
dexterity in bringing 
them to life. 

In addition, he 
seems to choose 
these subjects be- 
cause they’re pro- 
vocative, because 
he believes that it’s 
worth exploring the 
fine distinctions be- 
tween commentary 
and exploitation, be- 
tween complicated 
and problematic, be- 
tween offensive and 

MIKE FORCE “offensive.” (Look 

at his bit about the 
Black Dahlia murder, 
one of the most masterful long walks off a ter- 
rible pier I’ve ever heard.) 

But the problem Gould faced last Wednes- 
day was more immediate, and universal to all 
comedians, no matter how seasoned: uninvited 
audience participation. Avery eager guy piped 
up with intermittent “yeahs” and “whoos” 
throughout the early set, not trying to disrupt, 
but disrupting nonetheless. Gould humored 
him, then dispatched him (“My turn!”) and 
moved on, but the bit suffered. When he came 
back to the same point in the second set, he 
made sure to cover the disrupted section with 
surgical accuracy, for the sake of the show, the 
album, and the words themselves. 

Afterward, the backstage hang was, again, 
convivial and subdued. Gould, Arnold, and the 
Kill Rock Stars crew compared notes about 
the two sets (consensus: the second one was 
generally better). There was no hedonism and 
no decadence, just polite interest in the Walk- 
ers shortbread cookies and bottled water. In 
fact, if there is such a thing as the opposite 
of the bungalow at the Chateau Marmont 
where John Belushi died, it was probably the 
greenroom of the Columbia City Theater af- 
ter Dana Gould recorded his debut album for 
Kill Rock Stars. 

Considering the alternatives, this seems 
like good news. ■ 



POLICE REPORTS ILLUSTRATED 




BY CALLAN BERRY 




T-ht UttJ rof foL 


April 2J r 6 {jocrfgeWl 

f-«Hi mffc. 

-.Kkik-rg dih-Hv r>. *+r«+. 


„ [>» of if**, DpwJ 4H* 

pop. 






■ 9 ■ “ 


Up-E£+ the 

pap, pinfeed up 


...Jofcfrw* fbeiAg. 



To submit an unsigned confession or accusation, send an e-mail to ianonymous@thestranger.com. 
Please remember to change the names of the innocent and guilty. 


WEATHER WHINERS 

There is nothing more pathetic than someone 
complaining about the rain in Seattle. I try to be 
understanding, I try hard to ignore the stupidity 
and negativity, but I actually stiffed a waiter last 
night because he wouldn't stop whining about 
the weather! "I can't get out of bed." What a 
wanker. GET OVER IT. The weather does NOT 
make you depressed. It's an excuse. If anything, 
you are depressed because you decide to put 
lots of time and energy into hating the weather, 
or maybe you refuse to go outside unless it feels 
like a desert, and so you rot indoors, but prob- 
ably you just like the excuse. If the kid inside of 
you can't enjoy the weather, and the adult you 
are supposed to be can't accept it, then please 
move away. Otherwise, just SHUT UP! 

— Anonymous 



STEVEN WEISSMAN 
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NEWS 


Mayor Murray Is Out 

Facing Allegations of Child Sex Abuse, Seattle’s First Gay Mayor 
Says He Won’t Run for Reelection to the “Best Job in Politics” 

BY HEIDI GROOVER 



S urrounded by supporters, 
staffers, and family members, 

Mayor Ed Murray announced at the 
Alki Beach Bathhouse on May 9 that 
he will no longer seek reelection. His 
last day in office will be December 
31. 

Murray’s announcement came as 
several men allege the mayor sexu- 
ally abused them when they were 
teenagers in the 1980s. The “scan- 
dal,” Murray said, “is hurting this 
city.” 

“It hurts those who have been vic- 
tims of abuse, it hurts my family, it 
hurts Michael,” he said, referring to 
his husband, Michael Shiosaki. 

Murray has watched his political 
career crumble in the last month. 

The Seattle Times first reported on 
April 6 that a 46-year-old Kent man, 

Delvonn Heckard, filed a civil lawsuit 
alleging Murray raped and molested 
him when he was a teenager. Two 
other men made similar allegations 
but are not involved in the suit. 

(Those two men know each other but 
say they don’t know Heckard.) About 
a month later, a fourth accuser came 
forward. He says Heckard intro- 
duced him to Murray, who paid him 
for sex. It’s unclear whether he was 
under the age of consent at the time 
of the alleged sex. Murray has denied 
all the sexual-misconduct allegations 
against him and he reiterated his de- 
nials during his remarks at Alki Beach. 

“The allegations against me paint me in 
the worst possible historic portraits of a gay 
man,” Murray said, as some of his support- 
ers cried. “The allegations against me are not 
true, and I say this with all honesty and with 
the deepest sincerity.” 

Murray said the abuse allegations would 
only distract mayoral candidates from de- 
bating important city issues, including the 
homelessness crisis, affordable housing, and 
economic growth. 

During the last five weeks, the mayor at- 
tempted to discredit his accusers by citing 
their criminal histories and claimed that the 
allegations amount to an antigay conspiracy. 
He’s also taken a combative stance toward 
local media, criticizing the Seattle Times for 
reporting the lawsuit. 

Murray’s handling of the allegations 
sparked condemnation from political and 
LGBTQ leaders who argued that the attacks 
on his accusers alone should have disquali- 
fied him from holding public office. Murray’s 
critics also argued the constant airing of 
sexual-assault details during the mayor- 
al race could make survivors vulnerable to 
re-traumatization. 

In dropping out, Murray has shaken up 
an increasingly competitive mayoral race. 
While his campaign said he did not lose any 
endorsements in the wake of the allegations, 
local political insiders clearly smelled blood. 


At least three serious challengers — for- 
mer mayor Mike McGinn, urban planner 
Cary Moon, and state senator Bob Hasega- 
wa — have jumped into the race since the 
allegations surfaced. (They joined lawyer and 
educator Nikkita Oliver, who took on Murray 
before Heckard filed his lawsuit.) In response 
to Murray’s announcement, Oliver and her 
newly formed Peoples Party said they re- 
spected Murray’s decision. “However,” their 
statement read, “we hope this announcement 
does not become a reason to stop talking 
about vulnerable youth and homeless youth.” 
Moon and McGinn took their message a step 
further, both calling on Murray to resign, 
rather than serving out the rest of his term. 

Murray’s departure from the race leaves 
a spot open for a new candidate who could 
potentially inherit some of his endorsements. 
Expect one of Murray’s political allies — such 
as Council Member Bruce Harrell, Council 
Member Lorena Gonzalez, or Deputy Mayor 
Hyeok Kim — to announce their own campaign 
soon. Former US Attorney Jenny Durkan has 
also indicated that she’s considering jumping 
into the race. 

Before announcing his decision to drop 
out, Murray’s speech focused on his career. 
He staged his speech in the neighborhood 
where he grew up, “a poor kid... who had 
never even heard the word ‘gay.’” As a former 
state legislator, Murray became best known 
for his work on LGBTQ civil-rights issues and 


marriage equality. 

Jamie Pedersen, a state senator repre- 
senting Murray’s former Capitol Hill district, 
stood behind the mayor as he made his an- 
nouncement. Afterward, he told The Stranger 
that he felt “heartsick.” “If the allegations are 
true, it’s terrible,” Pedersen said. “If the al- 
legations aren’t true, it’s terrible.” 

Pedersen first met Murray in the 1990s, 
when both men pushed early efforts for mar- 
riage equality. Later, Murray and Pedersen 
worked together on domestic partnerships 
and marriage for same-sex couples. Mur- 
ray was “smart, focused, determined, [and] 
bare-knuckled,” Pedersen said. “He’s very 
ambitious. I think that’s a quality he really 
values.” 

Like in the halls of the Capitol, Murray is 
known in City Hall for his thin skin and his 
temper. He’s thrown tantrums at staffers, city 
council members, and former Stranger news 
reporter Anna Minard. 

In 2013, he beat incumbent mayor Mike 
McGinn, running a campaign promising 
more collaboration in government in con- 
trast to the contentiousness that marked his 
predecessor’s term. In some ways, Murray 
delivered on that promise. Soon after taking 
office, he created a task force to craft a $15 
minimum-wage proposal. As the city faced 
a housing affordability crisis, he convened 
another group to tackle that issue. Known 
as HALA, that task force brought together 


developers and affordable-hous- 
ing advocates to recommend 
ways the city could increase 
density and affordability. While 
some argue that plan doesn’t go 
far enough, the collaboration re- 
sulted in the first requirement in 
Seattle for developers to fund af- 
fordable housing in exchange for 
rights to build taller structures. 

Cautious of angering special- 
interest groups, Murray often 
sought the middle ground on 
controversial issues. His admin- 
istration increased spending on 
homeless shelters and services, 
but also increased sweeps of 
homeless encampments. He re- 
fused to sign groundbreaking 
legislation allowing Uber drivers 
to unionize, but didn’t veto the 
bill, either. Recently, after signifi- 
cant public pressure, he said he 
supports a tax on high earners. 

Sometimes cast as a radical 
in his legislative days, in Seattle, 
Murray more closely resembles a 
moderate. As mayor, he won sup- 
port from both business and labor. 
He made enemies among home- 
less advocates and anti-homeless 
neighborhood activists. And he 
openly criticized socialist city 
council member Kshama Sawant 
almost as often as he did Presi- 
dent Donald Trump. 

Until the allegations surfaced, Murray 
looked poised to comfortably ride that middle 
road to reelection. He amassed a long list of 
endorsements and raised nearly $400,000 
four months before the primary election. 
According to Murray’s campaign, none of 
his endorsers rescinded their support in the 
wake of the allegations. Still, it had become 
clear the mayor would not shake the allega- 
tions. In recent weeks, two polls have gauged 
voters’ views on the allegations and several 
potential challengers. The Stranger has not 
seen the results of those polls. 

“He was looking at trying to be mayor, try- 
ing to run for mayor, and trying to address 
the most serious allegations imaginable,” said 
Nicole Grant, executive secretary- treasurer 
of the King County Labor Council, which en- 
dorsed Murray. “Something had to give.” 

As Murray finishes out his time in office, 
journalists and insiders will wonder about his 
political future. LGBTQ activist and survi- 
vor Danni Askini says that focus is harmful. 
“That is part of rape culture: centering con- 
sequences of abuse on the alleged abuser,” 
Askini said. “That is the piece that’s really 
difficult as a survivor to be witnessing.” 

As he finished his speech, Murray called 
his tenure as mayor the “absolute opportu- 
nity of a lifetime.” Murray then hugged his 
husband and supporters and walked off the 
stage. He did not take questions from re- 
porters. ■ 
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TUNNEL COLLAPSE AT HANFORD 
NUCLEAR SITE CREATES EMERGENCY 

Hundreds of workers cleaning up the 
Hanford Nuclear Reservation — one of 
the oldest, biggest, and most complex 
Superfund sites in the country — were put 
on lockdown on the morning of May 9 
after a tunnel that contains radioactive 
materials collapsed at the site. By noon, 
the order from the Hanford Emergency 
Operations Center for workers to stay in- 
side and refrain from eating and drinking 
had expanded to the whole site. Workers 
at the affected facility were evacuated, 
and emergency operators conducted tests 
to see if air or soil had been contaminated 
by radioactive waste. As of press time, we 
still don't have an answer to that question, 
but the emergency comes at a time when 
Hanford workers are fighting for compen- 
sation for injuries and cancers related to 
Hanford radiation exposure. Washington 
State attorney general Bob Ferguson filed 
a lawsuit on behalf of those workers to im- 
prove worker safety, but that action arrives 
at a time when federal cuts to the EPA 
threaten cleanup oversight at one of the 
most toxic places in the nation. SYDNEY 
BROWNSTONE 

SEATTLE POLICE CHIEF NAMED TO 
IRISH POLICE REFORM COMMISSION As 

if she doesn't already have enough on her 
plate. Chief Kathleen O'Toole has been 
named to a newly formed police reform 
commission in Ireland. She says her new 
role won't interfere with her duties at the 
Seattle Police Department. O'Toole will 
chair the Commission on the Future of Po- 
licing in Ireland, which formed in response 
to recent controversies surrounding the 
Garda Siochana, the country's national 
police force, according to the Irish Inde- 
pendent. This won't be her first foray into 
Irish policing. From 2006 to 2012, O'Toole 
served as a chief inspector for a Garda 
oversight body, finding ways to best allo- 
cate the agency's resources — but that was 
her full-time job then. O'Toole, who has 
been Seattle's police chief for three years, 
doesn't plan to step down from her cur- 
rent role at police headquarters. "I'm not 
walking away," she told the Seattle Times. 
It's still unclear what O'Toole's new role 
will demand of her with regard to time 
and resources. By press time, a spokesper- 
son for the SPD had not responded to The 
Stranger's request for comment. STEVEN 
HSIEH 

ANTI-IMMIGRANT FLYERS IN SOUTH 
PARK SET OFF WAR OF MESSAGES 

About two weeks ago, residents of South 


Park began noticing flyers plastered 
around their neighborhood encouraging 
people to report undocumented immi- 
grants to US Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). "I have neighbors who 
are scared to leave their house because 
they hear about ICE raids happening. And 
even if they're here legally, they're terri- 
fied," said Brad Cerenzia, who has lived 
in South Park for 14 years. In response to 
the hateful posters, Cerenzia and other 
South Park residents started posting their 
own flyers that read, "Wherever you're 
from, we're glad you're our neighbor." 
Those flyers are printed in English, Spanish, 
and Vietnamese. "We're speaking out so 
strongly because we're in a position under 
the Trump administration where we're 
fucked and doomed if we don't speak 
out earnestly about what matters to us," 
Cerenzia said. The man who posted at least 
some of the anti-immigrant posters. Will 
Skubi, told The Stranger he did so "not to 
intimidate neighbors" but to "encourage 
citizens to report to ICE directly to report 
illegal immigrants." Skubi would not say 
who he voted for in the 2016 presidential 
election. ANA SOFIA KNAUF 

SEATTLE PUBLIC UTILITIES CALLS NRDC 
REPORT "FAKE NEWS" On May 2, the 

Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), 
a national environmental nonprofit, 
released a report ranking states by the 
number of Safe Drinking Water Act viola- 
tions their water systems had racked up in 
201 5 and the size of the populations those 
water systems served. Washington earned 
the distinction of sixth place, but largely 
because one incident unfairly weighted 
the ranking, state and local officials say. 

On December 29, 201 5, water turbidity — 
the measure of cloudiness in the water, 
which can be an indicator of pathogens — 
exceeded standards at Seattle Public 
Utilities' Tolt Water Treatment Facility for 
17 minutes. Because of state regulations, 
SPU issued a notice to its customers in 
Bothell, Kirkland, Redmond, and Bellevue, 
but at no time was the water ever unsafe, 
SPU spokesperson Andy Ryan and Depart- 
ment of Health assistant regional manager 
Derek Pell said. Ryan took issue with the 
methodology of the NRDC report, which 
he also called "fake news." NRDC staff at- 
torney Mae Wu, a coauthor of the report, 
insisted that analyzing water systems by 
publicly available violations data and 
population size was a useful tool. "From 
our perspective, a violation in a large 
system which could end up affecting more 
people is something that's worth noting," 
she said. SYDNEY BROWNSTONE 
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UW Marijuana 
and Dentistry Study 


Seeking healthy female and male 
users of marijuana, 21-65 years 
old, for a dental research study 
investigating the effect of marijua- 
na on local anesthesia. The study 
takes place over a single, two 
hour visit and 

participants will be compensated 
up to $100. After a brief interview, 
local anesthetic will be adminis- 
tered and the duration of numbing 
will be measured. 

Please call the University of 
Washington School of Dentistry, 
at (206) 685-8132. 
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WEED 


Our Weed Is So Good, 
an SPD Cop Has Allegedly 
Been Exporting It 
to the East Coast 

BY LESTER BLACK 




F inding some good pot to celebrate 4/20 
with isn’t as easy in other places as it is 
for us. Maybe longtime Seattle Police Depart- 
ment officer Alex Chapackdee was just trying 
to alleviate that concern for stoners in the 
Baltimore area this year when he allegedly 
filled up his RV with pot on April 17 and drove 
across the country, according to a complaint 
filed in US District Court and first reported by 
the Seattle Times. He pulled up to a house in 
the Baltimore area on April 19, where investi- 
gators claim to have seen him unloading boxes 
out of his 2000 Fleetwood Flair RV 

This was not the first such trip. Unbe- 
knownst to Chapackdee, the FBI had been 
tipped off about the drug-smuggling ring 
Chapackdee was alleg- 
edly involved in two years 
earlier, and had tracked 
several previous trips 
from Seattle to Mary- 
land and Virginia. But 
this latest operation the 
day before 4/20 would 
be Chapackdee’s last. 

After Chapackdee left 
Baltimore to return to 
Seattle, investigators 
received a warrant to 
search the home and car 
of the person Chapack- 
dee allegedly dropped the 
weed off with, finding and seizing 184 pounds 
of pot. The complaint charges Chapackdee, 
along with his brother-in-law Tuan Van Le, 
his nephew Phi Nguyen, and a fourth man, 
Samath Khanhphongphane, with conspiracy 
to distribute marijuana, a charge that carries 
a mandatory minimum of five years in prison, 
according to the US District Attorney’s Office. 

Chapackdee is a 16-year veteran of the po- 
lice department and was immediately placed 
on administrative leave 
without pay after he was ar- 
rested on April 29. According 
to court documents, Cha- 
packdee used his position on 
the police force to help fur- 
ther his criminal enterprise. 

The officer was paid $10,000 
a month by the ringleader, 

Tuan Van Le, to provide se- 
curity for Le’s Seattle-area 
pot grows and monitor any 
possible police action that could damage Le’s 
pot trade, according to the charges. The court 
complaint also describes Le as dealing in large 
amounts of cocaine to East Coast casinos, but 
no charges are filed in connection with any co- 
caine trade. 

Chapackdee made a bonus of $15,000 ev- 
ery time he drove his RV filled with pot from 
Seattle to the Baltimore area, a trip he would 
make in just two days in each direction, stop- 
ping for only gas and food, according to court 
documents. Investigators claim cell phone 


data and video surveillance show that Cha- 
packdee made at least four such trips. 

SPD chief Kathleen O’Toole called 
Chapackdee’s conduct “disgraceful and dis- 
appointing” in a statement on May 8. 

“While he will have his due process in the 
courts, I hope these charges demonstrate to 
our community that SPD will not tolerate 
corrupt behavior in our ranks,” O’Toole said 
in the statement. 

Chapackdee appears to have not been 
worth his $10,000 a month fee, given that he 
didn’t know the smuggling network was under 
active SPD investigation. SPD was joined by 
the FBI, Homeland Security Investigations, 
and the Drug Enforcement Administration, 
according to court docu- 
ments. Investigators 
from the Washington 
State Liquor and Can- 
nabis Board were not 
involved in the inves- 
tigation, according to 
spokesperson Brian 
Smith. The WSLCB 
wasn’t able to determine 
this week if any people 
charged or mentioned in 
the court documents were 
also owners of licensed le- 
gal pot businesses. 

If Chapackdee’s al- 
leged pot-smuggling ring was connected to 
Washington’s legal market, it could trigger 
enforcement from the federal government. 
Under the Obama administration, the Depart- 
ment of Justice told states that were legalizing 
weed that they would stay out of the way if 
the states were able to follow a few guidelines, 
including keeping the legal pot inside their 
own states. While that guideline came in the 
rescindable version of a legal memo, not an 
actual law, legalization states 
like Washington have done 
everything they can to follow 
the memo’s guidelines. 

If anything, this case might 
just show how important 
legalization is to regulating 
cannabis. Maryland has de- 
criminalized personal use of 
cannabis and created a medi- 
cal cannabis program in 2013. 
But regulatory problems 
have delayed the state’s medical program for 
years, and medical pot has yet to be sold there 
four years after the system was set up. 

In nearby Washington, DC, pot is legal 
but the Republican-controlled Congress has 
stopped any recreational pot stores from 
opening. If recreational pot was being sold 
in Baltimore and Maryland — a combined 
metropolitan area of more than nine million 
people — maybe stoners wouldn’t (allegedly) 
have to rely on SPD officers to facilitate their 
high on 4/20, or any other day for that matter. ■ 
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If anything, this 
case might show 
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Volunteer for 



SfrangerPERKS 

SHOP LOCAL. SAVE MONEY. 


WANT YOUR BUSINESS 
IN STRANGERPERKS? 

Call 206-323-7101 or e-mail 
StrangerPerks@thestranger.com 
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CAPTAIN BLACKS 

Capitol Hill 

Captain Blacks is a bar with two decks, a slight nautical theme, 
and fried chicken and waffles. The po 5 boys and sliders are also quite 
good. Most of the food here glistens: beer-battered onion rings, deep- 
fried Beecher’s cheese curds. The namesake is a pipe tobacco, the 
apostrophe was lost at sea. 

$20 to Spend. Your Price: $10 


STRANGERPERKS.COM 


Offer must be purchased from StrangerPerks website, 
and is not available directly through retailer. 
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JAMES YAMASAKI 


Virtual Cure? 


Doctors in Seattle are using virtual reality to help manage 
pain, but what could VR mean for everyone else? 

BY KATIE HERZOG 


I n 2010, Caleb Springer, then 23, was riding a 
friend’s scooter in his home state of Alaska. He 
didn’t realize that the gas cap was missing, and 
after he tipped the bike over, gasoline spilled 
onto his pants. An errant cigarette spark hit the 
gas, and Springer was quickly engulfed in flames 
from the bottom up. More than half of his body was 
burned. 

Springer was airlifted from Valdez to Seattle’s 
Harborview Burn Center, more than 1,000 miles 
away. He would stay there for two months. 

Third-degree burns are one of the most painful 
injuries a person can go through and survive. With 
other traumas — childbirth or surgery or breaking a 
limb — there’s a one-time event and then, if all goes 
well, the pain begins to ebb. In the aftermath of a 
severe burn, nurses are tasked with scrubbing away 
dead, damaged, and infected tissue to improve the 
odds that the living tissue survives. Physical ther- 
apy can be even worse. Other than knocking out 
patients entirely, there’s little dulling of the pain. 

Springer is Alaskan: He fells trees, rides snow- 
mobiles, drinks Pabst, shoots guns, and works on a 
dock. He’s tattooed and bearded, and he’s been in 


plenty of fights. But this recovery was “excruciat- 
ingly bad,” he said. This was especially true during 
wound care, when nurses peeled off old dressings 
that had dried to the skin grafts covering his legs, 
back, and arm. Later, during physical therapy, his 
new skin had to be stretched out. “I could barely 
handle it even with all the pain meds they were giv- 
ing me,” he said. 

Even on drugs like morphine and fentanyl, 86 
percent of burn patients report “severe to excruci- 
ating” levels of pain during this process, just like 
Springer. But unlike most burn patients, Springer’s 
doctors at Harborview were working with a novel 
way to manage pain: virtual reality. 

Virtual reality (VR) may seem like an expensive, 
silly-looking toy — something that spoiled teens 
and bored yuppies buy for playing video games or 
watching porn. But Springer’s doctors were on the 
front side of the burgeoning trend of using virtual 
reality as therapy. 

Today, seven years after Springer’s acci- 
dent, the virtual-reality industry is booming and 
Seattle is its nexus. In 2016, the Washington In- 
teractive Network estimated that 40 virtual- or 


augmented-reality companies are headquartered in 
the region, in addition to outside corporations with 
VR teams based here. This includes monoliths like 
Google, Facebook, Amazon, and Microsoft, as well 
as gaming giant Valve. 

There are also small game developers like 
Endeavor One, a five-person team building a virtual- 
reality game set in a 1980s-era arcade. The world 
they’ve created is both familiar and surreal, with 
neon lights, dotted carpet, Street Fighter, and a ceil- 
ing that opens into a brilliant night sky. Independent 
and self-funded, cofounder Tom Doyle called his 
start-up the “punk” of the gaming world as we sat at 
a glass table in his immaculate town house on Capitol 
Hill. He and his team all came from big corporations, 
and now they work out of his garage downstairs. 
Doyle said he’d love to see more VR start-ups in the 
neighborhood. 

Seattle also has software and hardware develop- 
ers, content creators, and other companies working 
in logistics, commerce, education, social media, and 
more. And where VR goes, VC goes as well: Local 
venture capitalists like Maveron, Madrona Ven- 
ture Group, and Trilogy Equity Partners have ► 
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4 all begun investing in 
virtual, augmented, and 
mixed reality (an emerg- 
ing technology that 
superimposes graphics 
onto your view of the 
world). With mixed real- 
ity, you could be walking 
through Seattle on a 
gloomy winter day, but 
inside your headset it 
looks like summer. 

Some of these groups 
are investing locally. Pix- 
vana, a Fremont start-up 
making software that 
will let anyone with a 
headset edit VR videos, 
raised $6 million from 
Madrona and Vulcan, 

Paul Allen’s investment 
group. Ballard-based 
Pluto VR, which is de- 
veloping an app to help 
users communicate 
within virtual reality, 
recently secured nearly 
$14 million in funding. 

And Magic Leap, a 
notoriously secretive 
augmented-reality 
start-up with offices in 
Georgetown, was valued at $4.5 billion last 
December, and they still haven’t released a 
single product. Venture capital is still easier 
to come by in Silicon Valley, according to 
many local start-ups, but there’s plenty of in- 
centive to base in Seattle: There is no income, 
corporate, or capital gains tax in Washington 
State. From a start-up’s perspective, this 
could be a benefit worth billions. For every- 
one else, the upside is less clear. 

But before Seattle became a hub for vir- 
tual reality, before there were 0 cuius Rifts or 
HTC Vives or thousands of developers mov- 
ing into shiny new high-rises, there was the 
Harborview Burn Center and SnowWorld. 

C A V ■>, 

Hunter Hoffman, an experimental psy- 
chologist and the founder of the University 
of Washington’s Human Interaction Center, 
pioneered the use of virtual reality in medi- 
cine 25 years ago, back when VR headsets 
were as heavy as a hu- 
man head and cost tens 
of thousands of dollars 
apiece. 

Hoffman first started 
using VR to treat arach- 
nophobia, and then, in 
collaboration with Har- 
borview Burn Center 
psychologist David Pat- 
terson, he turned his 
attention to pain. The 
two have now treated 
hundreds of patients, 
as well as healthy vol- 
unteers, using a VR 
program Hoffman devel- 
oped called SnowWorld 
in clinical trials — the 
same trial Caleb Springer participated in. 

During wound care and physical therapy, 
patients like Springer used Hoffman’s VR 
program to lob snowballs at slightly menacing 
snowmen as Paul Simon’s “You Can Call Me 
Al” played in their headphones. (Simon appar- 
ently granted his permission during a visit to 
the burn center.) When you hit the snowmen 
twice, they shatter like ice. When you hit a 
wooly mammoth instead, they trumpet back. 

And this works: Before SnowWorld, said 
Springer, “my pain level was at an 8 or a 9 out 
of 10. When I used the VR, the levels dropped 
to around a 3 or a 4 because my mind was 


focusing on that instead of on the pain all the 
time.” 

In addition to burns, VR has been used 
to treat phantom limb pain, post-traumatic 
stress disorder, depression, Parkinson’s 
disease, brain damage, autism, dementia, 
schizophrenia, the side effects of chemother- 
apy, as well as an array of anxieties. Brenda 
Wiederhold, a psychiatrist in San Diego, uses 
VR-based cognitive behavioral therapy to 
help people work through phobias, includ- 
ing the fear of driving and flying. After seven 
years of using VR, Wiederhold said, her suc- 
cess rate is 92 percent. 

It’s easy to see how VR would be useful 
in treating fear. My first experience with VR 
was at Portal, a virtual-reality arcade and bar 
that opened in Ballard in April, one of just a 
handful of such businesses in the world. Own- 
er Tim Harader strapped a headset on me 
and placed two controllers in my hands. All 
of a sudden, I was in an elevator, moving up. 
The world in my headset didn’t quite look like 
ours: It was too cartoon- 
ish to be photorealistic, 
and yet, when the eleva- 
tor doors opened and I 
saw a narrow wooden 
plank stretching into 
sky, my palms began 
to sweat and my heart 
started to race. I knew, 
cognitively, that I was 
safely on the ground in 
Ballard, and yet I felt 
like I was about to walk 
off a skyscraper. I could 
even hear the wind in my 
headphones. I grabbed 
Harader’s arm, and he 
tried to guide me out 
onto the plank — but 
there was no way. I slunk back into the el- 
evator and pressed the down button. But, I 
thought, if I had any desire to conquer my 
fear of heights, this might be able do it. 

Researchers think it’s this immersive 
quality that makes VR so effective when used 
in medicine: It’s the ultimate escape. While 
visiting VR start-ups in the area, I shot fire- 
balls at robots and arrows at angels. I saw 
massive, terrifying spiders and an eclipse 
from outer space. I tried to find my way out of 
a locked room (I could not), and I attempted 
to pet a blue whale the size of a school bus 
(that didn’t work, either). I stood on top of ► 
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OWNER DISCOUNT DAYS ARE 

central 

May 6 to 1 4! 

co-op 

Central Co-op owners take 10% off one shopping trip 
during our quarterly savings event! 


DAILY DEALS 

Special deals for all shoppers May 6 to 14! 


SATURDAY 5/6 

SUNDAY 5/7 

MONDAY 5/8 

APPLEGATE NATURALS 

SUNDAY 

BACON 

ANDALOU NATURALS 

SHAMPOOS & 
CONDITIONERS 

ORGANIC 

STRAWBERRIES 

16 OZ CONTAINER 

3 for $10 

2 for $10 

2 for $7 

Limit 6 8oz Reg. $6.99 

Limit 6 1 1.5oz Reg. $9.99 ea 

Limit 4 16oz Reg. $6.99 ea 

TUESDAY 5/9 

WEDNESDAY 5/10 

THURSDAY 5/11 

THEO 

CHOCOLATE 

BARS 

ORGANIC 

BLUEBERRIES 

18 OZ CONTAINER 

BEECHER’S 

AGED FLAGSHIP 
CHEDDAR 

3 for $5 

Limit 12 3oz Reg. $3.49 ea 

$5.99 

Limit 4 18oz Reg. $9.99 

$1 0/lb 

Limit 5 lbs Reg. $1 7.99/lb 

FRIDAY 5/12 

SATURDAY 5/13 

SUNDAY 5/14 

CENTRAL MADE 

FRESH 

TAKE & BAKE PIZZA 

MAPLE VALLEY CO-OP 

ORGANIC MAPLE 
SYRUP (A DARK) 

ORGANIC 

ASPARAGUS 

FROM WASHINGTON 

Half Price 

2 for $1 3 

$3. 99/lb 

Limit 2 14 in Reg. $12.99-15.99 ea 

Limit 6 12 oz Reg. $12.99 ea 

Limit 3 lbs Reg. $6. 99/lb 

While supplies last! Prices do not apply to case orders. 

1600 E Madison St • www.centralcoop.coop • EBT accepted 
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COSETTE DAWNA RAE/RESTART 


restart The campus has no internet, no cable, and no cell phones. 


◄ the Statue of Liberty and looked over at 
Manhattan. I flew a mile over Nevada’s Black 
Rock Desert, as close as I’ll ever get to Burn- 
ing Man. An hour in VR went by in minutes. 
Each time I did VR, I’d later try to describe 
the experience, but there was no way to do 
it justice. It was like tripping without drugs. 

But while this total immersion might be 
good for burn victims or gamers or anyone 
who can’t leave the house, some experts 
say that’s exactly what could make it such a 
threat. 

C X V ■>, 

There’s no sign for reSTART. Founder 
Hilarie Cash gave me directions over the 
phone — she’s hard to reach on e-mail — and 
said to make sure I wrote them down. “Your 
GPS,” she said, “might not work.” 

With the help of Cash’s directions, I found 
it in a quiet neighborhood 17 miles east of 
Seattle. The neighborhood is on the woodsy 
side of suburban, and the house looks like a 
typical middle-class family home. And it is a 
home, albeit one with no internet, no cable, 
no cell phones, and very 
few women. Because re- 
START is a treatment 
center for internet, video 
game, and VR addicts. 

The center can house 
up to six clients — or 
“guys” as Cash calls 
them — and when I ar- 
rived, the four current 
residents were just get- 
ting back from their 
therapy appointments 
with staff counselors in 
town. One of the guys 
stretched out his hand. 

“Greetings,” he said, 

“most pleased to make 
your acquaintance.” 

All of the current clients were there spe- 
cifically for gaming addiction, and their 
in-town therapy sessions are a big part of 
their treatment. Clients also attend 12-step 
meetings — sometimes specifically for their 
addictions, but more often the only meetings 
available are Sex and Love Addicts Anony- 
mous or even Alcoholics Anonymous. 

It may seem incongruous, gamers going to 
AA, but Richard Ries, director of the addic- 
tions division at the University of Washington 
School of Medicine, said there are plenty of 
similarities between drinking and gaming. 
For one, both can clearly ruin your life. And 
like drugs and alcohol, gaming causes a flood 
of the pleasure chemical dopamine in the 
brain. Eventually, you may develop a toler- 
ance and seek more and more of your desired 


stimulus — be it gaming, gambling, drinking, 
or drugs — with less and less reward. When 
you start to need a substance or a behavior 
instead of simply liking it, you may have a 
problem. 

Still, there is some debate in psychologi- 
cal circles as to whether or not tech addiction 
even exists. The American Psychiatric Asso- 
ciation declined to add it to the latest addition 
of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual 
of Mental Disorders ( DSM ) in 2013, but 
they did note in the appendix that “Internet 
Gaming Disorder” requires further study. 
Many in the field, like Cash, think it’s only a 
matter of time before tech addiction is offi- 
cially recognized in the DSM — at least, if the 
gaming industry doesn’t interfere first. The 
worldwide gaming industry saw revenues 
of $91 billion in 2016, and the lobbying arm 
of the industry actively resists the idea that 
problem gaming can be an “addiction.” The 
insurance industry, too, has reason to fight it: 
Right now, insurance companies won’t touch 
reSTART, but if tech addiction were included 
in the DSM, they would have to. 

Instead, reSTART’s current four resi- 
dents and the hundreds 
who have come before 
them pay out of pock- 
et — and handsomely. 
The first phase alone, 
a seven-week stay at 
the reSTART house, is 
around $30,000. Com- 
pleting all three phases 
can cost up to $75,000. 

One current client, 
Mason (all reSTART cli- 
ents’ names have been 
changed), took a medical 
withdrawal the final se- 
mester of his senior year 
in college so he could get 
treatment. Most of the 
guys looked like the stereotype of gamers — 
a little awkward and ill at ease — but Mason, 
wearing a Duke Ultimate Frisbee shirt, was 
sociable and fit, and looked like he could have 
pledged a frat. 

At his lowest point, Mason hid away in 
a campus library, ignoring his family and 
friends for three days and bingeing on De- 
fense of the Ancients, a multiplayer game 
where teams battle to destroy each other’s 
castles. Unable to find him, Mason’s friends 
reported him to the police as a missing per- 
son, and his dad flew in to pick him up. 

In the first phase, the inpatient portion, 
residents give up tech entirely — aside from 
movie night once a week. Cash called this the 
“detox” phase and said withdrawal typically 
lasts three weeks. Symptoms include anxiety, 
depression, agitation, and restlessness. 


"It's going to 
be used for 
gaming. All 
this stuff is 
commercially 
driven. People 
want to make 
billions, and 
they do." 
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Instead of gaming, the guys go to groups, 
exercise, take hikes, play outside, read books 
(no fantasy allowed), and learn some of the 
skills they’ll need to live on their own: cook- 
ing, laundry, taking care of the house therapy 
dog. That’s Cash’s goal: for her clients to live 
normal, independent lives where they have 
healthy relationships with both technology 
and other people. 

“We are social animals,” Cash said. “It is 
our birthright to be in intimate, safe, loving 
relationships, and if you don’t have that in 
your life, you will become dysregulated, emo- 
tionally and physiologically. So many people 
are seeking connection online, but it’s a pal- 
try substitute.” 

Mason hopes to return to school, complete 
his last semester, and go on to get a PhD in 
biology, but other reSTART clients choose 
to stay in the area after they’re done. One 
former client, Ryan, told me his gaming ad- 
diction caused him to drop out of college 
three times and cost him his job in real es- 
tate. After quitting gaming cold turkey and 
then relapsing twice, Ryan gave into his 
addiction and started playing nonstop. Even- 
tually, hopeless and depressed, he decided to 
kill himself. “I was going to do it on the anni- 
versary of my grandmother’s death,” he said. 
“That way, my mom wouldn’t have to be sad 
twice a year.” 

Before that date 
came, Ryan’s family un- 
expectedly visited and 
saw that something 
wasn’t right. He’d 
gained weight, his house 
was a wreck, and he’d 
stopped bathing. His 
family convinced him to 
go to reSTART, and he 
went through all three 
phases in the course of a 
year. Each stage has less 
and less oversight by re- 
START staff — in phase 
2, the clients start to 
live independently and get jobs at places like 
Costco and Target — but even now, totally out 
of the program, Ryan lives in an apartment 
with friends he met in reSTART and is still 
deeply involved in the community. He started 
a 12-step meeting for gaming addiction on 
the east side of the county. 

There have been no studies on the long- 
term efficacy of reSTART — or of most other 
treatment centers for either substances or 
behaviors — but when I asked Ryan if it was 
worth the cost, he said, “Yes. It saved my 
life.” 

c ~\ jf Vi ■>! 

Ryan and the other gamers purchased 
many of their games from Steam, a distri- 
bution platform owned by Bellevue-based 
gaming company Valve. Steam is essentially 
the gaming world’s version of iTunes. It’s 
huge. Valve doesn’t disclose sales or earnings, 
but Steam took in an estimated 15 percent of 
global PC game sales in 2015, according to 
Spy Steam, a site that analyzes game sales 
based on public information. Valve’s CEO, 
Gabe Newell, is worth an estimated $4.1 
billion. 

Valve became famous among gamers for 
blockbuster first-person shooter games like 
Half-Life and Counter-Strike, but last year, 
in partnership with manufacturer HTC, it 
released its first VR headset, the Vive. The 
HTC Vive now retails for about $800 and is 
a direct rival to the Oculus Rift, a VR system 
designed by a teenage libertarian now worth 
$730 million. (Oculus, which was acquired by 
Facebook for $2 billion in 2014, leases more 
than 50,000 square feet of office space in 
Sodo.) 

Valve employees Nat Brown and Greg 


Coomer showed me around the Bellevue 
headquarters, which is scattered about with 
lasers and robots — real ones, not toys. The 
space takes up five stories in a glass tower 
right next door to Microsoft, and when I 
asked my tour guides what their job titles 
were, they shrugged and said they didn’t 
really know. Except for Newell, there’s no 
hierarchy at Valve, and employees don’t have 
titles, bosses, or seating assignments. Their 
desks are on wheels. 

Brown and Coomer — both dads in their 
40s — were optimistic about the future of vir- 
tual reality and its impact on the world. In 
fact, all of the VR developers I interviewed 
were optimistic about tech. They see only 
the good. Facebook, to the optimist, isn’t a 
place where people live-stream murders and 
suicides, and Twitter isn’t the platform that 
led to President Donald Trump. It’s a way for 
people to connect. 

When I asked VR company founders and 
employees about the potential for addiction 
or abuse, more than one reminded me that 
people were wary of television when it first 
came out. The printing press, too. Instead, 
they believe in “better living through tech,” 
as one founder told me — that technology 
won’t usher in the demise of our planet, but 
that it could actually improve it. Forest Key, 
the founder of Pixvana, thinks that VR could 
cut out the need for air 
travel. Instead of flying 
to distant locations for 
meetings or vacations, 
we could just put on our 
headsets and stay home. 
“Think of the carbon 
emissions we’d save,” he 
said. 

Others say VR 
could even improve our 
species. Tom Doyle, co- 
founder of Endeavor 
One, told me that VR 
could make users care 
about racism or defores- 
tation or wars happening far away by giving 
us the chance to experience the way other 
people live. Bill Gates, apparently, agrees: In 
April, he introduced his Samsung VR chan- 
nel, which allows users to “visit” developing 
nations to learn about issues in public health. 

“If you think about it,” Doyle said, “it’s ac- 
tually an engine of empathy.” 

Hilarie Cash, from reSTART, on the other 
hand, imagines the worst: a future where 
we’re all plugged in all the time, stuck in our 
headsets while the world falls apart around 
us. “Sure,” she said, “there are some positive 
implications for VR. Maybe once in a while a 
burn victim won’t feel them scrubbing their 
wounds. But that’s not how it’s going to be 
used. It’s going to be used for gaming. All this 
stuff is commercially driven. People want to 
make billions,” she said. “And they do.” 

As more and more people invest in virtual 
reality, Cash thinks we’re facing an epidemic 
of addiction. And the best way to prevent 
any addiction, she said, is to stop it before it 
starts: Parents should limit their children’s 
exposure, keep gadgets out of their rooms, 
and encourage kids to develop responsible 
tech habits before it’s too late. Soon that 
could become more difficult: In May, Micro- 
soft announced an initiative to bring its latest 
headset into schools. 

As for Caleb Springer, he hasn’t seen VR 
since SnowWorld, but he said he’d love to 
try it sometime. He’s still in quite a bit of 
pain — seven years after the accident, there 
are staples in his legs and sometimes they hit 
a nerve. He plays a lot of video games these 
days, some of them made right here in Se- 
attle. Springer laughed when I asked if he’s 
worried about a dystopian future where we’re 
all addicted to technology. He’s not scared of 
virtual reality — he survived a fire. ■ 


"We are social 
animals. So 
many people 
are seeking 
connection 
online, but 
it's a paltry 
substitute." 
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SAVAGE LOVE 

Traps and Triggers by dan savage 


My husband is nearly 20 years older than me , 
which was never an issue early in our relation- 
ship. However, for approximately the last eight 
years, we have not been able to have fulfilling 
sex because my husband can’t keep an erection 
for more than a few thrusts. I love my husband 
and I am committed to our family, but I miss 
full PIV sex. Pm still fairly young 
and I enjoy sex, but I feel like I am 
mourning the death of my sex life. 

I miss the intimate connection and 
powerful feeling of sex with a man. 

My husband tries to please me, but 
oral sex is just okay and toys don’t 
have the same effect. We have tried 
Viagra a few times, but it gave him 
a terrible headache. I try to brush it 
off because I don’t want to embar- 
rass him. I am curious about 
casual relationships, but I fear they wouldn’t 
stay casual. Also, I would feel guilty being with 
another man even though my husband said I 
could do it one time. On one hand, I feel like I 
should be able to have a fulfilling sex life. But on 
the other hand, I don’t want to be a cheater. 

Now On To Having Awkwardly 
Realistic Discussions 

It’s not cheating if you have your husband’s per- 
mission, NOTHARD, but fucking another man 
could still blow up your marriage — even if you 
manage to keep it casual. 

Story time: I knew this straight couple. They 
were good together, they loved each other, and 
they had a strong sexual connection. (Spoiler 
alert: my use of the past tense.) The woman 
was all about monogamy, but her boyfriend had 
always wanted to have a threesome. She didn’t 
want to be the reason he never got to do some- 
thing he’d been fantasizing about since age 13, 
so she told her boyfriend that if the opportunity 
ever presented itself, he could go for it. So long 
as the sex was safe and he was honest with her, 
he could have a threesome one time. 

The opportunity presented itself, the sex 
was safe, he was honest — and my friend spent a 
week ricocheting between devastated and furious 
before finally dumping her devastated and flum- 
moxed boyfriend. During a drunken postmortem, 
my friend told me she wanted her boyfriend to be 
able to do it but didn’t want him to actually do it. 
She didn’t want to be the reason he couldn’t ; she 
wanted to be the reason he didn’t. So her permis- 
sion to have a threesome “one time” was a test 
(one he didn’t know he was taking) and a trap (one 
he couldn’t escape from). I urged my friend to 
take her boyfriend back — if he would have her — 
but he’d touched another woman with the tip of 
his penis (two women, actually), which meant he 
didn’t love her the way she thought he did, the way 
she deserved to be loved, etc., and consequently 
he couldn’t be allowed to touch her with the tip of 
his penis ever again. 

Back to you, NOTHARD: My first reaction 
to your letter was “You’ve got your husband’s 
okay to fuck some other dude — go for it.” Then 
I reread your letter and thought, “Wait, this 
could be a test and a trap.” You say you’ve 
brushed off the issue to spare your husband’s 
feelings, but he may sense it’s an issue and, 
consciously or subconsciously, this is his way 
of finding out. If you take him up on his offer 
“one time,” and you make the mistake of being 
honest with him about it, he may be just as dev- 
astated as my friend was. 

So don’t take your husband up on his offer — 
not yet. Have a few more conversations about your 
sex life instead and address nonmonogamy/open- 
ness generally, not nonmonogamy/openness as a 
work-around for his dick. There may be some solo 
adventures he’d like to have, there may be invigo- 
rating new sexual adventures you could enjoy as a 
couple (maybe he’d love to go down on two women 
at once?), or he may rescind or restate his offer to 
let you fuck some other dude one time. Get clar- 
ity — crystal clarity — before proceeding. 

Finally, NOTHARD, there are other erectile 
dysfunction drugs out there, drugs that may 


not have the same side effects for your husband. 
And low to very low doses of Viagra — doses less 
likely to induce a headache — are effective for 
some men. Good luck. 

Partner and I adopted a 2.5-year-old mutt a 
month ago. We are also trying to get pregnant 
and are having sex every day for 
15-day stretches a month. Dog 
does NOT like being shut out — 
we love dog but do not love the 
idea of him being in the room. 
Should we get over it? Should dog 
get over it? What is dog /human 
sexual privacy etiquette? 

Don’t Oversee Getting It On 

I’m not into pups, human or oth- 
erwise, but I live with two actual 
dogs and, man, if those dogs could talk. Some dogs 
loudly object to their owners fucking, others don’t. 
If your dog barks when you’re fucking, I can see 
why you’d want to keep him out of the room. But if 
he just wants to curl up in a corner and lick his ass 
for a minute before dozing off, what’s the big deal? 

I am a 30-year-old woman with some sexual 
hang-ups I’d like to get past for the sake of my 
husband. When I was 15, 1 was in a relationship 
with a guy who wasn’t nice to me. One particular 
incident sticks in my mind: He pulled my hair 
and tried to force my head down while I was say- 
ing no and trying to get away. He shoved me and 
called me a prude. Another time, he convinced me 
to let him go down on me (I finally agreed) but 
then bit me. I eventually broke up with him after 
spending too much time putting up with the crap. 
For a long time, I hated oral sex and freaked out 
at any sexual interaction. I had a great college 
boyfriend who always asked “Is this okay?” and 
was generally very attuned to any “no” signals 
I gave, which was a turn-on for me. I got over 
my past crappy experiences. My husband is all 
about what gives us both pleasure, but he has 
always been up-front about being interested in 
some (tame) kinky stuff. I am still turned on by 
“Is this okay?” and eye contact during sex, but 
any time we try to do anything even a little off 
the wall — me tied up, blindfolds, etc. — my ears 
start ringing and I feel like I can’t breathe. I’m 
trying to find a way to spice things up and fulfill 
my husband’s desires, and I cannot find a way 
around it. How do we move past “just” vanilla? 

Reconsidering Otherwise 
Unlikely GGG Habits 

If your shitty early teenage sexual expe- 
riences — if those violations and sexual 
assaults — are still affecting you 16 years later, 
ROUGH, that suggests PTSD. Getting past this 
will be gradual, it may require therapy — coun- 
seling, a support group, a shrink. 

While you’re getting help, ROUGH, you and 
your partner can explore some mild non-vanilla 
moves. Mindful breathing, like the kids are into 
these days, may help, and so will incorporating 
some soothing sensory input, e.g., soft lighting, 
calming music, scented something-or-other if 
you enjoy scented somethings. And whatever 
your husband is doing — whatever you two are 
doing together — he can and should ask “Is 
this okay?” at every step. It turns you on and it 
makes you feel safe. You need to feel safe and in 
control. Slowly, slowly, slowly you may be able to 
advance to more aggressive play. It’s possible, 
however, that rough sex might be permanently 
off the table for you, ROUGH, and that’s not 
something you should feel guilty about. There 
are other ways to spice up your sex life, other 
(tame) kinks that don’t trigger you. ■ 


Check out Dan on Blabbermouth, 
The Stranger’s political podcast: 
thestranger.com/blabbermouth. 

mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
ITMFA.org 
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All the Events The Stranger Suggests This Week 


Find the complete calendar of things to do in Seattle 
at strangerthingstodo.com strangerTTD Stranger Things To Do 



S. SURFACE 


ART 


S. Surface and 
Lisa Kinoshita: 
The West 


ART EVENTS 

Capitol Hill Art Walk: Capitol Hill, Thurs 
May 11, 5-8 pm, free 

Georgetown Art Attack: Georgetown, Sat 
May 13, nso6-9 pm, free 


MUSEUMS 


DON'T MISS 


For many city dwellers, the 
realities of life in rural America are an 
impenetrable mystery. Not so for S. Surface 
and Lisa Kinoshita, both Japanese American 
artists raised in Tacoma. For more than a 
decade, both artists have used photography 
and sculpture to capture their lived histories 
both in and relative to the American West. 

S. Surface's photographs of bulls, bloody 
bruises, and dive-bar neon signs document 
the artist's five-year stint as a competitive 
bull rider. While Lisa Kinoshita's metal- 
smithing, leatherwork, and mixed-media 
sculpture reflect the interplay between 
social and natural history (and include a 
collaboration made with prison inmates in 
Montana). (SOIL, Thurs-Sun, free, through 
May 27) EMILY POTHAST 


We also recommend... 


African Renaissances: Seattle Art Museum, 
Wed-Sun, $25, through July 16 
Chris Maynard: Featherfolio: Bainbridge 
Island Museum of Art, free, through June 4 
Inye Wokoma: An Elegant Utility: North- 
west African American Museum, Wed-Sun, 

$7, through May 28 

MOTHA and Chris E. Vargas present: 
Transhirstory in 99 Objects: Henry Art Gal- 
lery, Wed-Sun, $10, through June 4 
Seeing Nature: Landscape Masterworks 
from the Paul G. Allen Family Collection: 
Seattle Art Museum, Wed-Sun, $25, through 
May 23 


Alan Lau: Farmer's Market/ Harvesting 
Peaches From the Other Planet: Art- 
Xchange, Tues-Sat, free, through May 27 
Artemio Rodriguez: La Loteria and Other 


New Works: Davidson Galleries, Tues-Sat, 
free, through May 27 

Ayana V. Jackson: Dear Sara: Mariane Ibra- 
him Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, through May 20 
Dakota Gearhart: Tank Hypnosis: Glass- 
box Gallery, Tues-Sun, free, through June 3 
Daniel Carrillo: Studio Visit: Greg Kucera 
Gallery, Tues-Sat, free, through May 27 
Garek Druss: Immensity without Hori- 
zon: Bridge Productions, opening reception 
Sat May 13, Thurs-Sat, free, through June 3 
Joe Rudko: Basic Techniques of Photog- 
raphy: Greg Kucera Gallery, Tues-Sat, free, 
through May 27 

Katie Miller: Palimpsest: 4Culture, Mon- 
Fri, free, through May 25 
Layne Kleinart: Dirty Laundry: ZINC con- 
temporary, Thurs-Sat, free, through May 27 
Minerva Cuevas: Hedreen Gallery, Wed-Fri, 
free, through May 20 

MSHR: Nested Transmuter Cycle: Intersti- 
tial, Sat, free, through May 27 
Path With Art: Housing as a Human 
Right: Columbia City Gallery, Wed-Sun, free, 
through May 14 

Robert Hardgrave: Pulp: Studio E Gallery, 
opening reception Sat May 13, 6-9 pm, Fri- 
Sat 1-6 pm, free, through June 3 
Salish Sound Waves: Stonington Gallery, 


free, through May 28 

Stanza: Push/Pull, free, through May 16 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FESTIVALS 


Upstream Music 
Fest + Summit 


DON'T MISS 


Upstream is a three-day music 
festival and summit set to take place in 25 
venues around Pioneer Square. It's Paul 
Allen's attempt to mold a Pacific Northwest- 
focused South by Southwest-type large-scale 
festival, with programming involving many 
local emerging talents, more than 300 music 
artists, and keynote speakers Macklemore, 
Quincy Jones, Ron Jones, and Portia Sabin. 
Curated by longtime hiphop booker and 
former talent-buyer at the Crocodile Meli 
Darby, the vast majority of bands are Seattle- 
and-Northwest-centric, including Shabazz 
Palaces, electro-jammers Beat Connection, 
Iska Dhaaf, glam-rockers Thunderpussy, and 
R&B trio the Flavr Blue. (Pioneer Square, May 
11-13, $40-$425) KIM SELLING 


Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 

Continued ► 
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THINGS TO DO 


READINGS & TALKS ■ FOOD & DRINK 


Sherman Alexie 
Loves: First Loves: 
Park, Schrag & Yapa 


DON'T MISS 


Seattle Arts & Lecture's 
new "Sherman Alexie Loves" series works 
not only because the acronyms align, but 
because it's fascinating to see a literary titan 
like Alexie geek out about stuff. Instead of 
standing in the spotlight, which is where 
we all want him to be, he assumes the 
role of spotlight, employing his intellect 
and enthusiasm to illuminate artists you 
may have never heard of, but also artists 
you absolutely have heard of (e.g., Bryan 
Cranston). This particular lovefest features 
novelist Patricia Park (Re Jane), graphic art- 
ist Ariel Schrag (Adam), and fiction writer 
Sunil Yapa, whose debut novel. Your Heart 
Is a Muscle the Size of a Fist ; renders the 
WTO protests from the perspective of six 
characters. (Town Hall, Thurs May 1 1, 7:30 
pm, $20-$80) RICH SMITH 


We also recommend... 

Adrienne Ross Scanlan: Queen Anne Book 
Company, Thurs May 11,7 pm, free 
Amy Goodman with Denis Moynihan: 
Democracy Now! Covering the Move- 
ments Changing America: Town Hall, 

Wed May 10, 7:30-9 pm, $5 
Chris O'Kane, Sianne Ngai: Commodity 
Fetishism: The Cloud Room, Sat May 13, 
2-3:30 pm, free 

Claire Dederer: Third Place Books Ravenna, 
Mon May 15, 1-3 pm, $45 

Drop Leaf Press Reading: Lehua Taitano 
and Tanya Holtland: Open Books, Sat May 
13, 7-9 pm, free 

The Eco-Suicidal Contradictions of Capi- 
talism: Is Capitalism Nuts, or Is It Me?: 
Grand Illusion, Sun May 14, 1-5 pm, free 
The High Bar Live Taping with Lindy 
West and Sir Mix-A-Lot: Art Marble 21, Fri 
May 12, 5:30 pm, donation 
James Forman Jr.: Crime and Punish- 
ment in Black America: Town Hall, Tues 
May 16, 7:30 pm, $5 

Jeff VanderMeer: Borne: University Book 

Store, Wed May 10, 7 pm, $26 

Jeffrey Toobin: Temple De Hirsch Sinai, 

Mon May 15, 7 pm, free 
Joshua Clover: The General Law of 
Capitalist Accumulation: Northwest Film 
Forum, Sat May 13, 10-11 :30 am, free 
Kaveh Akbar, Jennifer S. Cheng & Paige 
Lewis: Open Books, Fri May 12, 7-8:30 pm, 
free 

Meet Angela Flournoy: Langston Hughes 
Performing Arts Institute, Wed May 10, 
7-8:30 pm, free 

National Geographic Live: Mankind to 
Mars: Benaroya Hall, Sun May 14, 2 pm. 

May 15-16, 7:30 pm, $26-$46 

Our Aesthetic Categories: The Alice, Sun 

May 14, 4-6 pm, free 

Pantsuit Nation: Third Place Books Lake 
Forest Park, Wed May 10, 7 pm, free 

Poetry and Communism or Else.: Elliott 
Bay Book Company, Sat May 13, 7:30 pm, free 
Science, Fact Checking, and the News: 
Town Hall, Wed May 10, 7:30 pm, $5 
Siddhartha Mukherjee with Steve Da- 
vis: Town Hall, Mon May 15, 7:30 pm, $5 
UW Castalia: Hugo House First Hill, Wed 
May 10, 8-10 pm 

The Work of Art in the Age of Deindustri- 
alization: INCA, Thurs May 11, 7:30 pm, free 


Sourfest 


DON'T MISS 


Beer Week is in full swing, 
and that means it's time for Brouwer's 
Cafe's annual Sourfest, in which they tap 
more than 40 sour beers. Sour beer, for the 
uninitiated, is beer that has undergone 
some secondary lactobacillus fermenta- 
tion, either as wort before it's boiled and 
made into beer (kettle sours), or via barrel 
aging after it's already beer (regular ol' 
sours). People who love them love them, as 
evidenced by this yearly celebration of the 
genre. People who hate them, however, 
make the funniest faces when they take 
their first sip of a good barrel-aged sour. 

My father, who is enough of a gastronome 
that I expected him to at least appreci- 
ate sour beer, made the scrunchiest face 
I've ever seen a human make when I first 
poured him a taster of Schooner Exact's 
aggressively sour cherry-infused brew. 
"What is this shit?" he fumed. "This is like 
drinking vinegar!" Exactly right. Dad. Bring 
your naive friends, don't let them off easy 
with a gose, and watch as the modern re- 
creation of Bitter Beer Face unfolds in front 
of you. The only thing tastier than sour 
beer is sweet, sweet schadenfreude. (Brou- 
wer's Cafe, Thurs May 1 1, free) TOBIAS 
COUGHLIN-BOGUE 


We also recommend... 

Alchemy Grand Opening: Alchemy Bar & 
Lounge, Fri May 12, 3 pm-1 am 
Annual Pierogi Fest: Polish Cultural Center 
Dom Polski, Sat May 13, 11:30 am-5 pm, $10 
Beer with Mom!: Ounces, Sun May 14, 1-8 
pm, free 

BrewGrass 2017: Hale's Palladium, Sat May 

13, 5-10 pm, $25 

Estrella Galicia and Tapas: JarrBar, Wed 
May 10, 6-9 pm, free 

Guest Chef: Michal Gola & Luis Sanchez 
of Madres Kitchen: Coyote Central, Tues 
May 16, 6:30-9:30 pm, $65 
Hopnificient Seven: Latona Pub, Fri May 
12, 7-10 pm, free 

Mijiaya Historic Chinese Beer Release: 

Lucky Envelope Brewing, Sat May 13, 12-10 
pm, free 

Mom's Brunch: Goldfinch Tavern, Sun May 

14, 10 am-3 pm, $65 

Mother's Day at Lecosho: Lecosho, Sun 
May 14, 11 am-3 pm, $75 
Mother's Day at Ray's: Ray's Boathouse, 
Sun May 14 

Mother's Day at RN74: RN74, Sun May 14, 

10 am-2:30 pm 

Mother's Day Brunch: Cafe Flora, Sun May 
14, 8 am-2 pm, $45 

Mother's Day Brunch: Tilth, Sun May 14, 

10 am-3 pm, $30 

Mother's Day Pop-Up: Bar del Corso, Sun 

May 14, 11 am-3 pm, $50 

Pilsners & Pastrami: Ounces, Wed May 10, 

5- 9 pm, free 

The Price is Right!: The Pine Box, Wed 
May 10, 7-10 pm, free 
Puss 'N Pints: Two Doors Down, Wed May 
10, 6-9 pm, free 

The Ride Formally Known As Slow Ride: 

The Burgundian, Sat May 13, 10 am-5 pm, free 

Seventh Annual My Liver Hurts Free 
BBQ: Fremont Brewing Company, Sun May 
14, 12-2 pm, free 

Washers Tournament: Naked City Brewery 
& Taphouse, Sat May 13, 1-5 pm, free 
Women in Beer: Ounces, Thurs May 1 1, 

6- 10 pm, free 


Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 
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THINGS TO DO 


PERFORMANCE 


Research & 
Development Wing 


DON'T MISS 


Annex's James Weidman 
and Catherine Blake Smith have dreamed 
up this — what to call it? — meta-theatrical 
festival of plays. Over the course of seven 
nights, more than a dozen local theater- 
makers will come together and create 
drama from the inner workings of their 
theatermaking processes. You'll see a new 
production of Michael Robinson's play Ro- 
botics Anonymous, which will have been 
rewritten based on audience feedback 
from its world premiere the week before. 
Playwright Natalie Copeland and director 
Emily Harvey are presenting a series of 
pieces about the shared origins of science 
and religion, while experimental ensemble 
"Filament: A Collab Lab" create a theatrical 
experience that aims to "engage the senses 
in order to get minds out of asses {and} 
asses out of seats {and} onto their feets!" 
You can really only do risky stuff like this 
in places like Annex, and they typically pull 
it off. ( Annex Theatre, Mon-Wed, 7:30 pm, 
$10, through May 17) RICH SMITH 


We also recommend... 

...And Starring Claire from Hollywood: 

18th & Union, Thurs-Sat, 8 pm, $18/$20, 
through June 3 

An American in Paris: Paramount Theatre, 
May 10-14, $30+ 

Cherdonna's Doll's House: 12th Avenue 
Arts, Thurs-Mon, 7:30 pm, Sat-Sun, 2 pm, 
$25, through May 1 5 

Chitrangada, The Warrior Princess: ACT 

Theatre, Thurs-Sun, $30/$35, through May 20 
Here Lies Love: Seattle Repertory Theatre, 
Tues-Sun, $93-$103, through June 4 
Jim Henson Con: Central Library, Sat May 
13, 10 am-5 pm, free 

The Moonshine Revival Tent Presents: 
Carny Girl: West of Lenin, Sun May 14, 7 
pm, $15, through May 21 
Ode: West of Lenin, Thurs-Sat, 7:30 pm, 
$20/$25, through May 20 
Private Lives: The Slate Theater, Thurs-Sat, 
8 pm, $20, through May 20 
Richard III: Theatre Off Jackson, Thurs-Sat, 
7:30 pm. Sun, 2 pm, $20, through May 21 
Rising Up: A Queer Social Justice Musi- 
cal: Gay City, Thurs-Sun, 7 pm, $12-$20, 
through May 21 

Skin: 12th Avenue Arts, Fri May 12, 7 pm. 
Sat May 13, 2 &7 pm, $25 
Transit of Metis: Erickson Theatre Off 
Broadway, May 12-13, 8 pm. Sun May 14, 

5 pm, $20 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FILM 


Iraqi Odyssey 


DON'T MISS 


This film is a part of the 
Seventh Art Stand series that was orga- 
nized by Richard Abramowitz, the founder 
of Abramorama in New York City, and 
Courtney Sheehan, the executive director 
of Northwest Film Forum. The series con- 
cerns films from countries listed in Donald 
Trump's xenophobic and racist Muslim 
travel ban. Iraq was initially on this list, but 
it was removed when Trump tried to im- 
pose the ban a second time. Iraqi Odyssey 
is a compelling documentary that looks at 
the history of Iraq from the many perspec- 
tives of a family that, like seeds in the air. 


was blown to and planted roots in every 
corner of this world. The Seventh Art Stand 
series has received the national attention 
it deserves. (SIFF Film Center, Thurs May 1 1, 
6:30 pm, free) CHARLES MUDEDE 

We also recommend... 

Citizen Jane: Battle for the City: North- 
west Film Forum 

Colossal: SIFF Cinema Uptown & Guild 45th 

Get Out: Various locations 

Gifted: Majestic Bay & Varsity Theatre 

Glen and Randa: Northwest Film Forum, 

Wed May 10, 8 pm, $12 

Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2: Various 

locations 

HUMP! Film Festival 2017: SIFF Cinema 
Uptown, May 12-13, $25, 18+ 

Late Autumn: Seattle Art Museum, Thurs 
May 11, 7:30 pm, $9, through May 18 
The Lost City of Z: Various locations 
Mulholland Drive: SIFF Film Center, May 
12-13, 7 pm. Sun May 14, 3 pm, $14 
National Theatre Live: Obsession: Pacific 
Place, Thurs May 11, 7 pm, $23 
Near Dark: Ark Lodge Cinema, Thurs May 
11, 8 pm, $11 

One More Time With Feeling: SIFF Cinema 
Uptown, Wed May 10, 6:45 & 9:30 pm, $15 
Psycho: Central Cinema, May 12-16, $8 
Translations Film Festival: Various loca- 
tions, May 12-14 

Twin Peaks: Fire Walk With Me: Central 

Cinema, Thurs May 11, 8 pm, $8 

Two Women: Grand Illusion, May 12-18, $9 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


QUEER 


Lady Bunny in 

Trans-Jester 


DON'T MISS 


Lady Bunny has declared 
that "it's time for the gloves to come 
off," which is her way of warning us that 
we're in for a night of razor-sharp claws 
and, given the breadth of her onstage 
experience, liver spots. Her new show is 
a "trashing" of what she calls "political 
correctness," whether that's using new 
pronouns or addressing Caitlyn Jenner or 
making acronyms more inclusive. (And 
what more sensitive time could there be 
for a drag queen to confront these topics 
than in the midst of Translations, Seattle's 
transgender film festival?) Of course, 
another way of saying "political correct- 
ness" is "treating people with respect," so 
your opinion on whether Bunny herself is 
correct will probably depend on whether 
you believe respect is something owed 
or something earned. Either way, this is a 
show to plaster prominently on your ra- 
dar. ( SIFF Cinema Egyptian, Thurs May 1 1, 
6:15-9:30 pm, $15-$40) MATT BAUME 


We also recommend... 

Bearracuda Seattle Underwear Night: Se- 
attle Eagle, Sat May 13, 9 pm-2 am, $6-$8, 21 + 
Criminal Queers: Screening & Conver- 
sation: Henry Art Gallery, Thurs May 11, 
6:30-8:30 pm, $5 

Cucci's Critter Barn: Kremwerk, Sat May 
13, 7-10 pm, $12, 21 + 

Mimosas Cabaret: Unicorn, Sat-Sun, 1 pm, 
$25, through May 28, 21 + 

The PrEP Diaries Book Release: Narwhal, 
Sun May 14, 6-9 pm, 21 + 

Torrey Pines Screening with Live Musi- 
cal Score: Central Library, Fri May 12, 7-10 
pm, free 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 
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JESSICA STEIN 


WEDNESDAY 5/10 


Forms: Hudson Mohawke, THALO, 
Radical Kid, Kong 

(Q Nightclub) At this point in his decade- 
plus career, Glasgow's Hudson Mohawke is a 
bona-fide star in the world of beats and rap 
production. Having first caught the ears of 
the international beat scene with his edits of 
American R&B artists like Twink, the producer 
was signed to Warp Records in 2009, which 
released his utterly bonkers debut album, But- 
ter. HudMo continued to ascend as a producer 
both through his stadium-ready trap beats he 
made with Lunice as TNGHT and in produc- 
ing hits like Kanye's "Blood on the Leaves" 
alongside working with Drake, Future, and 
Pusha T. The former Clipse member is one of 
several notable guest spots on his 2015 follow- 
up, Lantern. Since the album's release, HudMo's 
been traveling around the world in support of 
it with his bigger-than-big beats. NICK ZURKO 

Brother Ali, Sa-Roc 

(Neumos, all ages) For fans of conscious 
rap and the Twin Cities-based Rhymesay- 
ers imprint, this is a serious doubleheader 
featuring two of the brightest stars from the 
label's roster. Brother Ali and Sa-Roc. Born 


Jason Douglas Newman, Brother Ali has been 
releasing blistering critiques of social injustice 
and uplifting raps for the past 17 years. He's 
currently touring in support of his sixth album, 
this year's All the Beauty in This Whole Life. Ali 
will be joined by the dexterous lyricist Sa-Roc, 
who is based in Atlanta and cites Bjork and Gil 
Scott-Heron as influences. Having released 13 
(!) albums since 2008 and performing shows 
around the country, she's currently touring in 
support of her Meta Morpheus EP released last 
fall on Rhymesayers. NICK ZURKO 


THURSDAY 5/1 1 


Demdike Stare, Chloe Frieda, 

Cameron Shafii, Nordra 

(Kremwerk) Demdike Stare's initial spate of 
releases from 2009 to 2012 can be viewed as 
virtual calling cards sent out to an alternate 
universe where filmmakers like Dario Argento, 
Lucio Fulci, Alejandro Jodorowsky, Andrei Tar- 
kovsky, and David Lynch use them to score their 
chilling and grave cinematic masterpieces. Alas, 
Demdike Stare's soundtrack aspirations remain 
unconsummated so far, but maybe one day. In 
the meantime, the UK duo have moved on to 
more dance-floor-wrecking styles on their Test 
Pressing series of 12s and the latest full-length. 
Wonderland. Expanding into more extroverted 


rhythmic machinations while still keeping their 
atmospheres dank, Demdike Stare have mag- 
nificently tweaked their myriad-shades-of-black 
sonic approach. Their twitchy, truculent beats 
defy easy grooving, but the mind-boggle factor 
is high. DAVE SEGAL 

Acid Mothers Temple, Babylon, 

Hound Dog Taylor’s Hand 

(Sunset) What a long, strange trip Acid Moth- 
ers Temple's music is. Year after year, these 
Japanese astral travelers release chaotic and 
blissful psychedelic works that subtly tweak 
their maximalist, distortion-loving approach 
with each punnily titled album. They also never 
stop touring, and one of these days they're go- 
ing to challenge the Grateful Dead for accruing 
legions of lysergic devotees. . . or fry trying. As 
someone who's seen AMT many times under 
various conditions, I can vouch that their 
music represents one of the most efficient and 
bombastic ways to exit a mundane mind state. 
Seattle trio Hound Dog Taylor's Hand keep 
ascending the mountain of jazz-rock freedom 
with a swaggering ruthlessness. RIYL Sonny 
Sharrock, James Blood Ulmer, and stroking 
your chin till it catches on fire. DAVE SEGAL 

Downstream Music Festival & Art Show 

(Substation, May 1 1-13) Substation promoter/ 


festival organizer Tim Basaraba created Down- 
stream Music Festival with the intention of 
supporting local outlier artists without the high 
ticket costs, big corporate backing, and pay- 
to-play structure of the Paul Allen-sponsored 
festival/persistent mold spore Upstream Music 
Fest. Downstream will host 25 acts and happen 
concurrently with Upstream, with 100 percent 
of the door split evenly among its artists. The 
initial requirement for playing Downstream? 
An official rejection from Upstream, of course. 
Downstream's ads carry the phrase "Paul Allen 
is afraid of these bands," and while it's unlikely 
the billionaire was directly involved with the 
Upstream lineup or will hear these bands, this 
counter-fest was successful in booking weirdo- 
flag-flying bands like Tit Nun, Witch Ripper, 
and Ox Hunger. Downstream boasts a wide 
range of genres, opening with a metal show- 
case, foraying into noise, experimental, and 
rock bills, and closing with a hiphop showcase 
featuring RA Scion. BRITTNIE FULLER 


FRIDAY 5/12 


Everclear, Vertical Horizon, Fastball 

(Showbox Sodo) I recently asked Everclear 
leader Art Alexakis if he ever feared for his 
life onstage, and he mused, "Playing outside 

Continued ► 










26 May 10, 2017 THE STRANGER 



BOOTJE PAYS MASHUP TRIBUTE TO BRITNEY SPEARS! 

FROM SAN flUKHCI: n EVIDENT GOOTlE SEATTLE OJ& 

ADRIAN A KING OF PANTS - DESTRUKT 


FRIDAY MAY 12 


925 E PIKE STREET ^ IDTIf, SEATTLE 

eOOTIESEATTLE.COM '9 PM -2 AM 
21+ M/ID ■ S5 BEFORE 10PW ■ $10 
FHTE BODTIE CDS TO FIRST IDO PEOPLE' 



kyle cease 

EVOLVING .iuvei 

V*/ OUT LOUD 

J NEXT fe. 
FRIDAY ! 


MAY 12 


FtOH THE *f XT WH. "VfflT WHIT. . . DtMTT taL Htf 



POUNDSTONE 



A DELTA {000)745-3000 - STCPPESII+TS.OH& -nwoiK 

4 J U i 1 1 IF Tidtpls. availnTik nl TklwlTiviiilcr.Cflfii. Pi rn m ■ 








THE STRANGER May 10, 2017 27 



when it's raining, wet stage, I don't enjoy 
that too much. You'd be amazed how many 
people get electrocuted every year. Just that. 
Our fans are pretty mellow." Showbox Sodo 
has a roof, at least, and maybe he doesn't 
expect much moshin'; then again, many 
moshers of the 1990s got resigned to lower 
back pain by now. Vertical Horizon sound a 
little politer than Everclear, brooding and 
inverted where the headliners swing for the 
next county. Finally, Fastball give us country 
alt-rock. Praise the Lord (and the Faces) on 
Sunday, but between Thursday night and 
midnight on Saturday, pass that Jack and 
holla "Free Bird." ANDREW HAMLIN 

Screens, Select Level, Patrick Galactic, 
D J Eugene Fauntleroy 

(Lo-Fi) Wavy West Seattle psych-lounge out- 
fit Screens make bold feel-good music in this 
building era of anxiety. Coupling electronics 
from the keyboard of singer Allison Tul- 
loss and effects pads of goofball drummer 
Doug Port with the un-funk-withable bass 
of Carlos Tulloss, they kick the trippy vibe 
into top gear. Elsewhere on the bill, Select 
Level, the new project from veteran Seattle 
multi-instrumentalist Andy Sells (who, like 
the aforementioned Carlos Tulloss, performs 
in Afrocop) is a jet-propelled, retro-funk 
adventure with Sells carrying the bass, keys, 
and vocal duties. Rounding out the night is 
Eugene Fauntleroy — "our city's best-dressed 
DJ," to quote The Stranger's Dave Segal — 
and Patrick Galactic. TODD HAMM 


SATURDAY 5/13 


Jessy Lanza, Kate NV 

(Barboza) If you remember Altered Images' 
"I Could Be Happy" or the Belle Stars' "Sign 



of the Times" with fondness — and you 
should — Hamilton, Ontario's Jessy Lanza has 
got your number. Not since Annie's delirious 
2004 debut Anniemal has a singer-producer 
crafted a record as effortlessly buoyant as 
Lanza's Oh No. She sighs and whoops over 
geometric beats, while keeping cuteness at 
bay. Add her thoughtful lyrics to the mix, 
and she's the Carol Kane of the dance floor 
(or the Cyndi Lauper of the indie scene). 
Lanza's tourmate, DIY artist Kate NV (nee 
Kate Shilonosova), hails from Moscow. On 
her 2016 debut, Binasu, the Glintshake 
singer combines a love of Japanese new 
wave with avant-garde credentials for a 
deeply inventive, yet enjoyably accessible 
debut. KATHY FENNESSY 

Research: Avalon Emerson, Nark, 
T.Wan, Succubass B2B Nick Carroll 

(Kremwerk) If you're not exhausted from 
Upstream's insane profusion of showcases, 
you may want to shimmy over to Seattle's 
foremost underground-dance club and 
shake what your parents gave ya to Avalon 
Emerson's salubrious productions. If she'd 
only created the vastly inspirational techno 
anthem "The Frontier," Emerson would be 
a star. But she's done much more than that, 
and her spacious, melodically sophisticated 
feel-good techno makes it mandatory that 
you conserve your dwindling energy for her 
early-morning set. Four local all-stars offer 
all-hands-on-deck support. DAVE SEGAL 


SUNDAY 5/14 


U2, Mumford & Sons 

(CenturyLink Field, all ages) Rewind, if you 
can, to a time when U2 still seemed pure. 
Forget the record they forced down your 


iPhone's throat, forget the hyper-expensive 
and equally pretentious PopMart tour. 
Instead, remember the band's 30-year-old 
album. The Joshua Tree. A historic suc- 
cess, the Brian Eno-produced LP marked 
the transition from their origins as an 
1980s post-punk group to an arena-filling 
alternative-rock band of the 1990s. It's still 
a great record, even if few listen to the 
more moody and experimental second side. 
U2 are touring now, mining nostalgia and 
playing The Joshua Tree in its entirety. Tick- 
ets are steep, but how else will you hear 
Bono sing "Mothers of the Disappeared"? 
JOSEPH SCHAFER 

Joe Goddard 

(Nectar) You know him best for his work 
in Hot Chip, the nerdy, cheeky indietronic 
dance group from London; he's the podgy 
gent who usually plays keys and sings in a 
deep, blase brogue to bandmate/co-leader 
Alexis Taylor's high, emotive wails. God- 
dard lands in Seattle behind his second solo 
full-length. Electric Lines, which falls into a 
similar Hot Chip aesthetic, with a heavier 
emphasis on disco-house untz and grind, 
shades of UK garage, and a guest spot by 
SLO, aka England's Jess Mills, who adds 
breathy cooing vocals to tracks like slinky set 
opener "Ordinary Madness" and stealthy, 
grooving, electro-soul-tinged first single 
"Music Is the Answer." LEILANI POLK 

Conan, North, He Whose Ox Is Gored, 
Serial Hawk 

(Highline) In the arms race of heavy music 
to play slower, lower, and louder. Sunn O))) 
have already beat out their competitors. 

But much like a political ideology can veer 

Continued ► 
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PICKWICK 
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LAND OF TALK 

HALF WAIF 
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\ Nectar Lounge 

NEETARl 412 N 36th St 

k J 206.632.2020 

www.nectarlounge.com 


5.10 Wednesday (Seattle Beer Week) 

SCOTT PEMBERTON BAND 
& RUST ON THE RAILS 

Presented by Bale Breaker. NO COVER! 

5.11 Thursday (Electronic) 

SIMIAN MOBILE DISCO 

Pezzner, Kid Hops 

5.12 Friday (Pop/Dance) 

TRL TOTAL REQUEST LIVE 
NIGHT 

#AII4Doras, DJ NisMode 


5.13 Saturday (Electronic) 

MARTYPARTY 

Willdabeast, Mike .iLL, Torbjorn 


5.14 Sunday (Electronic) 

JOE GODDARD 


5.17 Wednesday (Americana) 

ERIC TOLLEFSON BAND 

Nick Drummond Band, Woodland West 

5.1 8 Thursday (Battle of the Bands) 

THE MELTDOWN 
SHOWDOWN 

Bunk Foss, Buzz Brump, COASTER, 
Onion The Man, The Mondegreens 

5.20 Saturday (Electronic) 

MARK FARINA- 
MUSHROOM JAZZ 

Pressha, Blueyedsoul, Supreme La Rock 

5.21 Sunday (Brass House/Live EDM) 

TOO MANY ZOOZ 

Willdabeast, DJ Abe Beeson 


UP & COMING 
EVERY MONDAY: MOJAM 

5.23 DEVIN SINHA 

5.24 TEEBS 

5.25 "A GALAXY FAR, FAR 
AWAY...THE CONCERT" 

5.26 VAUDEVILLE ETIQUETTE 

5.27 PIGS ON THE WING 
5.30 LA INEDITA 

6.1 ANDY COE BAND 

6.2 80s VS 90s 

6.3 NITE WAVE 

6.4 FRAMEWORKS 

6.7 THE HIGH COUNCIL 

6.8 MADCHILD 

6.9 POOR MAN'S WHISKEY 

6.10 CLINTON FEARON 

6.11 JAH9 

6.13 THE BLACK SEEDS 

6.14 TARRUS RILEY 

6.15 THE GREYBOY ALLSTARS 
&16 (2 NIGHTS!) 

6.17 DOPAPOD 

6.20 THE SKINTS 

6.21 JOHN NEMETH 

6.23 EASY STAR ALL-STARS 

6.29 ATASH 

6.30 SHAFTY (PHISH TRIBUTE) 
7.8 CES CRU 

7.15 NIGHTMARES ON WAX 

7.27 PREZIDENT BROWN 
7.29 PRINCE &MJ 

8.18 QU ANTIC 

8.23 TALKING DREADS 
9.20 BLACK UHURU 
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THINGS TO DO MUSIC 


so far in one direction that it can come full 
circle to sharing in its opposition's views, 
so has Sunn 0)))'s sonic extremism taken 
on a soothing ambience. If you want your 
big riffs to still have the foreboding crunch 
of an AT-AT Walker descending upon 
Hoth as opposed to the static blanketing 
murk of London's Great Smog of '52, then 
Liverpool's doom trio Conan will be right 
up your alley. As their name implies, the 
band is more barbaric brawn than musical 
sophistication and nuance, but the visceral 
thrill of getting your body battered by 
sound waves is tonight's primary objective. 
BRIAN COOK 

KONGOS, Mother Mother 

(Showbox, all ages) Said it before, will say it 
again: You should view any major-label rock 
band in the 2010s with utmost skepticism. 
Yes, there are some good ones toiling with 
the corporate behemoths, but not many. 
Most are direly uninspiring. So what about 
KONGOS? The four members have the good 
fortune to be sired by South African rock 
star John Kongos, who wrote "He's Gonna 
Step on You Again," which Happy Mondays 
famously resurrected for a baggy-pantsed 
generation in 1990. KONGOS' three albums 
are packed with songs that aspire to fill 
arenas and get hips shaking while striving 
to stir big emotions with naive lyrics. None 
has the quirky charm of dad's best-known 
tune in America, but their records do sound 
expensive. DAVE SEGAL 


MONDAY 5/15 


Brian Eno turns 69 today. Ever notice that 
the most innovative musicians are Tauruses? 


TUESDAY 5/16 


The Flaming Lips, KLANGSTOF 

(Paramount, all ages) There was a time 
when I thought Flaming Lips leader Wayne 
Coyne and partner-in-sounds Steven Drozd 
(the mastermind behind all the cool shit the 
Lips have pushed out over more than three 
decades) could do no wrong. Their output 
between 1 990's In a Priest Driven Ambulance 
and 2002's Yoshimi Battles the Pink Robots 
reflects an intriguing experimental-music 
evolution, from punk rawness and raucous 
yet somehow charming alt rock to colorful 
and poignant psychedelia. But ever since 
2009's Embryonic, they seem stuck in a cre- 
ative rut that sounds like a noise-space-acid 
goulash, and has featured unwelcome guest 
appearances by the likes of Miley Cyrus. At 
least it looks like the live show has finally 
been given a makeover, with fewer people 
dressed up like animals and fruit dancing 
around on either side of the stage, and 
more eye-popping light installations and set 
pieces. LEILANI POLK 

JMSN, Gabriel Garzon-Montano, Alcordo 

(Crocodile, all ages) JMSN (aka Jameson, aka 
Christian Berishaj) makes creamy, sexy R&B, 
although "Drinkin'" on just-released fourth 
LP Whatever Makes U Happy is a straight-up 
slow jam dedicated to... alcohol. Seriously, 
the entire song is him crooning and howling 
most deliciously against soulful backing woos 
about how he's been drinking all the time 
(but he swears he's not an alcoholic). Sup- 
port on his current tour comes from Gabriel 
Garzon-Montano, whose "6 8" track was 
sampled by Drake on If You're Reading This, 
It's Too Late. Garzon-Montano's sound is also 


rooted in R&B, but with heavy, groove-strut- 
ting funk and hiphop production qualities, 
his vocals are a raspy-smooth caress that can 
ascend to sweet falsetto heights. He tours 
behind debut LP Jard in. LEILANI POLK 

Richard Thompson 

(Triple Door, all ages. May 16-18)) I still don't 
think Richard Thompson is the greatest guitar 
player ever — I'm a Jimi man, and I swear it 
doesn't have (much) to do with living here. I 
still think the misogyny and misanthropy in 
Thompson's lyrics cut against him — allowing 
for his elegance at hopelessness and its next 
logical step, cynicism ("Among the Gorse, 
Among the Grey" inspires surrender — I'm al- 
most scared to share it). His words often form 
a psychological bilge pump, his audience one 
convenient stream. However. Thompson is 
still one of the greatest guitar players living, 
and unlike the other contender, Buddy Guy, 
he plays all the way through his own sets. 

This should be a solo acoustic set, though, so 
be prepared for that. And for "1952 Vincent 
Black Lightning." ANDREW HAMLIN 

The Frights, Himny, King Shelter 

(Funhouse, all ages) This show is gonna 
get y'all bouncing around, and on a dang 
weekday no less! Openers King Shelter stoke 
the smoldering coals of indie pop while 
nodding very slightly toward some shoegaze 
elements, while Hunny play danceable, 
contemporary pop-rock, toned with happy, 
new romantic sounds of the 1 980s. Headlin- 
ers the Frights are a San Diego group that 
play super-catchy, '00s garagey jangle pop; 

I reckon they might play what's now known 
as "party rock" — it's kinda sing-along-style 
punk, but not at all pissed off. MIKE NIPPER 
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SEA MONSTER live music 

TUESDAYS w/ JOE DORIA 

Live B3 organ jazz funk 
9:30pm, $5 

WESTSOUND WEDNESDAYS 

Live soul and funk 9:30pm, $5 

LADIES NIGHT THURSDAYS 

9:30pm $5, Ladies in Free 

FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS 

Live funk and soul revue w/ 
DJ ROC PHIZZLE at 9pm $10 

LIVE SATURDAYS $10 

CUBAN ALL STARS 7pm 
700 FUNK 10pm 

SAT & SUN BRUNCH 11AM 

LIVE JAZZ 12-2, 21+ @ 10PM 
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HAPPY HOUR 4-6 DAILY JJ 

2202 N 45th St • Seattle 
206 992-1120 

seamonsterlounge.com 
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5/13 

9pm 

EMERALD CITY 

SOUL CLUB $10 

Sun 

SHAGNASTY, 

5/14 

Severhead 

8pm 

or Zmister Creep 

Wed 

LOVING TOUCH 

5/17 

Vinyl Centric 

9pm 

House DJ Sets $5 

Thu 

EYE OF NIX, 

5/18 

9pm 

Geist 


ihelofl.net 

429 lastl afec Ave. East 
Ages 21+ 



k»i*l 


y 1303NE45TH ST 


£ DELTA 



d|U (Mil 


■h»s NUP&" HOT II 

TANYA TAGAQ 

tnl Miff I t 

TH E MINIMAL! fTS 


rtaf UT 1 IfcOT li I EMLT biW 

CASPAR BA BYPAN T5 


THEIlUllfflip 

TAPE FACE 

■EET HSD hJiT 13 

CORY DOtTftQW: 

IN CONVERSATION WITH 
NEALSTEPHENSON 


NEXT WllV HUT II 

EVAN FLORY- BARNES 

nii\ Ph hit ii 

UHKYEAH DUDE 

W. KAMAU BELL 

wttn 

KUQW HEWS quiz NIGHT 

WITH BILL RADK1 


U1Y IQ 

JUSTIN TOWNES EARLE 

THE SADIES I SAM NT BHUE 

I IVV 

JEA N-LUE P&HfW 


PRINCESS 

MV*, mwm 1 tBriLHih Lif &EJPUM 


IHJH1 

IIHUH - hTM HIKHITU 
PDFTONE 

inns p rp- ™ mm# 


DAMIEN EE CO BAFT 


mhikhdb un nwi 

BAG RAIDERS 
Elite 


CUT, 'COPY 


LOW +■ MONO 


PvnrA u:n^v5 3- 3ACJ5L 

ATRDH JUNES 
BARftETT MARTIN GRQUP 
VAUDYILLE OrUUOTE 
NOEL TAN NEN 
£ THE FILTHY HO NOS 
SPECIAL GUESTS 


flUKR 

RON FUNCHE5 


JHTP 

SABRINA CARPENTER 
AUXAI4N4 I NEWNfrPKtU* 


mULl FI1II4U 

WJUtAHATCHEE 

ttTtfMA 




m uir r p i illh 

GEDRGE HJ hlTDN £ 
PARLIAMENT FUNKADEUO 


h'taLCttnW 

It 

RAUL WELLER 


ON SALE NOW! 




HJCU4UAI UW AM i 

IHMUlUi -vf U J 

m i w-l p w i-m h j Lwnn mna.1 jj.tw 7 
iMuunyiuYflieiiDQir un i ■* 
rvw Lj; 

MPT JJ- Si** In 

B.’F.Ui L^ri- IW L" LHH. ifi±T J 
nJMW mr IT- IJLTJi *-m. I4JHA 


* P I LTHl 












30 May 10, 2017 THE STRANGER 



IT’S AS GOOD 
AS IT LOOKS 

SOI 

BRUNCH 

SAT & SUN 11AM -3PM 



FUN 

SOCIAL 

AFFORDABLE 

HEALTHY 

SINGLES 

AND 

BEGINNERS 

WELCOME 


YOU KNOW YOU WANT TO 


SO MA 

NY CLASSES TO CHOOSE FR 

OM! 

WEST C 

OAST SWING -TANGO & MO 

RE! 


CLASSES start THE WEEK OF MAY 14 
SCHEDULE & REGISTRATION ONLINE NOW 


CENTURY BALLROOM sss 

DINE 8. DANCE 



THIN TO DO MUSIC 


The Best of the Rest of the Shows This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com @SEAshows 
^ = Recommended ©= All Ages 


WED 5/10 


CENTRAL SALOON An 

Evening with Thieves Of 
Sunrise, 9 pm, $5 
CHOP SUEY Dogstrum, 

Neat, Amsterdam, 7 pm, $8 
THE FUNHOUSE As It Is, 
Roam, Grayscale, Sleep On 
It, 7 pm, $15 
HIGH DIVE The Slants, 
Golden Gardens, Guests, 

8 pm, $6/$10 
HIGHLINE Ice Teeth, 
OOZER, Vampyre, 9:30 
pm, $7 

HIGHWAY 99 Wasted 
Words, 8 pm, $7 
LO-FI A-Plus, Knobody, J 
Lately, Guests, 8 pm, $8/$10 

★ © MOORE THEATRE 
Old Crow Medicine Show, 
7:30 pm, $32.50-$47.50 

© NEPTUNE THEATRE 
Andrew McMahon in 
the Wilderness, Atlas 
Genius, Night Riots, 7 pm, 
$24/$28.50 

SUBSTATION Silver Saturn, 
Retrospecter, The Rule of 
Groove, 8 pm, $8 
SUNSET TAVERN Moving 
Units Presents The Songs 
Of Joy Division with Second 
Still and Black Ferns, 

9 pm, $12 

TIMBRE ROOM Aesthetic 
Mess, 9 pm-midnight, free 
© TRIPLE DOOR Dougie 
MacLean, 7:30 pm, 
$37.50/$40 

fl\kA 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Stanton 
Moore with Guests, 7:30 
pm, $30.50 

© MOLLUSK Jeff 
Ferguson's Triangular 
Jazztet, 7-10 pm, free 

★ VERMILLION Tables 
& Chairs Presents, 8 pm, 
$5-$15 Suggested Donation 

un 

CONTOUR Depth, 9 pm, 
free 

FOUNDATION SUBstance 
Wednesdays, 10 pm, $0-10 
NEIGHBOURS Level Up 18+: 
DJ ALO, 9 pm, $10 

★ Q NIGHTCLUB Forms: 
Hudson Mohawke, 9 pm-2 
am, $15 

★ REVOLVER BAR Party 
Mix!, 9 pm-2 am, free 


CLASSICAL 


★ © MCCAW HALL The 

Magic Flute, $25-$292 


THURS 5/1 1 


BLUE MOON TAVERN The 

Evergreen Shakers and 
Guests, 9 pm, $7 
CHOP SUEY Mirror Ferrari, 
Pro Teens, Potions, Senor 
Fin, 7 pm, $8 

THE CLOUD ROOM White 
Baby Grand Series with 
Shenandoah Davis & 

Friends, 5:30-7:30 pm 
© CONOR BYRNE Yurt, 

Left on Tenth, Guests, 

8 pm, $8 

© CROCODILE Princess 
Nokia, 10 pm, $15 
© FREMONT ABBEY Chloe 
Agnew, 7:30 pm, $20-$50 
THE FUNHOUSE Xetas, Xurs, 
Yr Parents, Dyed, 

9 pm, $6/$8 

HIGH DIVE Marmalade, 

8 pm, $6 

© KEYARENA Chris Brown 
with 50 Cent, Fabolous, O.T. 
Genasis, Kap G, 7:30 pm. 


$20-$258 

THE KRAKEN BAR & 
LOUNGE Into The Storm, 
Abbernace, Githyanki, A 
Province of Thay, 9 pm- 
2 am, $7 

LO-FI Slow Code, Seminars, 
Medicine Bows, 9 pm 
NECTAR Simian Mobile 
Disco, Pezzner, Kid Hops, 

8 pm, $20/$25 

★ © NEPTUNE THEATRE 
Tanya Tagaq, 8 pm, $18.50- 
$25 

© neumos Oddisee & 

Good CMPNY with Olivier 
St. Louis, 8 pm, $16 

★ PIONEER SQUARE 
Upstream Music Fest + 
Summit, $40-$425 
RENDEZVOUS The Happy 
Fits, Hell Mary, Madness 
Blooms, 10 pm, $8 

© SHOWBOX Testament, 
Sepultura, Prong, 6:30 pm, 
$29. 50/$ 3 5 

TIMBRE ROOM Ask Me If I 

Care, Punch A Cop, Trauma 
Del Rey, Rocket, Lex Tillery, 

7 pm-midnight, $8 
TRACTOR TAVERN Chuck 
Prophet & The Mission 
Express with The Tripwires, 

8 pm, $20 

P 

★ BARCA Jazz at Barca, 9 
pm-midnight, free 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Spyro 
Gyra, 7:30 pm, $32.50 
THE ROYAL ROOM The 
Savoy Night Owls with 
Hobbit and Hare, 8 pm, free 
© SEATTLE ART MUSEUM 
Art of Jazz, 5:30 pm, free 
VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Jennifer Kienzle, 

9 pm 

un 

BALLROOM Throwback 
Thursdays, 9 pm, free 
BARBOZA Fleetmac Wood, 

9 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 5 
CONTOUR Jaded: DJs Jades 
& Morgueanne, 9 pm, free 
FRED WILDLIFE REFUGE 
Prom For Grown Ups 2017, 
8-11 pm, $8/$ 1 0 
GRIM’S Special Blends, 

8 pm-2 am, free 

★ HAVANA Sophisticated 
Mama, 9 pm, free 

PONY Omni Danse!, 9 pm-2 
am, free 

Q NIGHTCLUB Forms: Tiga 
& Danny Daze, 9 pm- 
2 am, $15 

R PLACE Thirsty Thursdays: 
DJ Flow, 9 pm, free 
TRINITY Beer Pong 
Thursdays, 9 pm-12 am, free 


CLASSICAL 


★ © BENAROYA HALL 

Seattle Music Exchange 
Project, 7:30 pm, $20/$42 

★ © MCCAW HALL The 
Magic Flute, $25-$292 

★ © NEPTUNE THEATRE 
Tanya Tagaq, 8 pm, $18.50- 
$25 


FRI 5/12 


© BALLARD HOMESTEAD 

Peter Silberman with Sam 
Watts, 7:30 pm, $13-$ 18 
BLUE MOON TAVERN Luna 
Moss, Paul Lynde Fan Club, 
Value Ape, 9 pm, $7 
© CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Zachary Watkins: 
High Vibration Resonance, 

8 pm, $5-$1 5 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Cyrille Gosselin and Friends 
with the U' Up Project, 

8 pm, $15 


CONOR BYRNE The Crying 
Shame, Dan Tedesco, 

Guests, 8 pm, $8 

★ CROCODILE Meklit, 
Gabriel Teodros, DJ WD4D: 
CD Release Show, 8 pm, $17 
EL CORAZON Booze and 
Glory, Lucky Boys, Junto, 8 
pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 3 

HIGH DIVE Stucky Jackson 
& The Boys, Jackson Boone 
& The Ocean Ghosts, Red 
Heart Alarm, 8 pm, $8/$ 1 2 
HIGHLINE Dance With The 
Dead Tour, 9 pm, $12/$ 14 
HIGHWAY 99 Polly O'Keary 
& The Rhythm Method, 8 
pm, $15 

© MOORE THEATRE 

Todrick Hall: Straight Outta 
Oz, 8 pm, $23-$78 
NECTAR TRL: It's Gonna 
Be May: DJ NisMode, 
#ALL4DORAS, 9 pm, $7/$10 

★ PIONEER SQUARE 
Upstream Music Fest + 
Summit, $40-$425 

© SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
The Adarna, Elephant Gun 
Riot, 9 pm-midnight, $10 
SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 
Hundred Loud, Tee Pee 
Creeper, Sun Giants, 9 
pm, $7 

SUNSET TAVERN Honcho 
Poncho, Oh Malo, Moon 
Darling, 9 pm, $10 
TRACTOR TAVERN LP with 
Josiah & the Bonnevilles, 9 
pm, $ 1 5/$ 1 8 
© TRIPLE DOOR Liz 
Callaway & Ann Hampton 
Callaway, 8 pm, $40-$50 

H&kA 

© ETHNIC CULTURAL 
THEATER IMPFest IX, 7:30 
pm, $20 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Spyro 
Gyra, 9:30 pm, $32.50 
LATONA PUB Phil Sparks 
Trio, 5 pm, free 

ED 

ASTON MANOR House Party 
Fridays, 10 pm-2 am, $20 
BALLARD LOFT DJ 
Saturdays, 10 pm, free 
BALLROOM Rendezvous 
Fridays, 10 pm, free 
BARBOZA Famous Fridays, 
10:30 pm, free 
FOUNDATION Resonate 
Fridays, 9 pm-2 am, $15-$30 
HAVANA Viva Havana, 

9 pm, $15 
KREMWERK Noise 
Complaint with Gina Turner, 

10 pm-3:59 am, $15 
NEIGHBOURS Absolut 
Fridays, 9 pm-4 am, $5 
NEUMOS Bootie Seattle: 
Britney Mash-Up Night, 

9 pm, $10 

PONY Rent Control, 9 pm- 
2 am, free 

Q NIGHTCLUB Sonny 
Digital, 10 pm-2 am, $15 
R PLACE Transcendence: 
with DJ E, 9:30 pm, free 
SUBSTATION Deeper Roots, 

10 pm-2:30 am, $10 
TRINITY Massive Fridays, 
free 

VERMILLION ★ The Jam: 
Specs Wizard, DJ Able One, 
Madman, 9 pm-2 am, free 


CLASSICAL 


BENAROYA HALL ★ 

Celebrate Asia, 7 pm, 

$40-$ 105; Seattle Baroque 
Orchestra: Ode to the 
Orchestra, 7:30 pm, $26-$46 

★ © MCCAW HALL The 
Magic Flute, $25-$292 

© ST. STEPHEN’S 

episcopal church Thalia 
Symphony Orchestra Spring 
Concert, 8 pm, $18-$24 

© UW MEANY THEATRE 


Music of Today, 7:30 pm, 
$ 1 0/$ 1 5 


SAT 5/13 


© CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Lou Harrison at 100 
Years, 8 pm, $5-$15 
COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
GOLDNWOLF with 
Jonny Sonic, 8 pm, $15 
© EL CORAZON Raiju, 

A Sense of Gravity, The 
Devils of Loudun, Rhine, 
Tetrachromat, 7 pm, $10/$ 12 
THE FUNHOUSE 
SwampheavY, Black Pussy, 
Reverend Bear, 8 pm, $8/$ 1 0 
HIGH DIVE Eagle Teeth, 
SeepeopleS, Mts. & Tunnels, 
The Pimpsons, 8 pm, $6/$10 
HIGHWAY 99 Billy D & The 
Hoodoos with The Thunder 
Brothers, 8 pm, $16 
NECTAR© Rock For 
Refugees, 2-5 pm, $12; 
MARTYPARTY, Will da beast, 
Guests, 8 pm-1 am, $13 
NEUMOS The Dip, The True 
Loves, Whitney Monge, 

8 pm, $15 

★ PIONEER SQUARE 

Upstream Music Fest + 
Summit, $40-$425 

★ SHOWBOX SODO Flight 
to Mars with Thunderpussy, 

9 pm, $25/$30 
SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
LeFleur, Planet of Giants, 
Georgies, 9 pm-midnight, $7 
SLIM’S LAST CHANCE The 
Riffbrokers, Navins, Radio 
On, 9 pm, $7 

SUNSET TAVERN Battle of 
the Beer Bands, 

8:30 pm, $10 
TIM’S TAVERN Hard 
Grown Records Live, 9 pm- 
midnight 

★ TIMBRE ROOM Pleather, 
Nightspace, DoNormaal, 
MMMelt, 7-10 pm 
TRACTOR TAVERN Current 
Swell, 9 pm, $12 

© TRIPLE DOOR Liz 
Callaway & Ann Hampton 
Callaway, 8 pm, $40-$50 
WATERSHED PUB & 
KITCHEN Live at the Shed: 
Guests, 9 pm, Free/$5 

tl\kA 

© ETHNIC CULTURAL 
THEATER IMPFest IX, 

7:30 pm, $20 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Spyro 
Gyra, 9:30 pm, $32.50 
VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Jerry Zimmerman, 
6-9 pm, free; ★ Kareem 
Kandi, 9:30 pm 

EQ 

ASTON MANOR NRG 
Saturdays, 10 pm-2 am, free 
BALLARD LOFT DJ 
Saturdays, 10 pm, free 
BALLROOM Sinful 
Saturdays, 9 pm, free 
BALTIC ROOM Crave 
Saturdays, 10 pm 
BARBOZA Hey Now, 10:30 
pm, free 

CHOP SUEY Dance Yourself 
Clean, 9 pm, Free/$5 

★ CUFF DJ Night: Rotating 
DJs, 10 pm-3 am, free 
FOUNDATION Elevate 
Saturdays, $15-30 
HAVANA Havana Social, 

9 pm, $15 

LAVA LOUNGE Detention, 

9 pm-2 am, free 

★ LO-FI Emerald City Soul 
Club, 9 pm, $10 
MONKEY LOFT Drop, 10 
pm, $ 10/Free 
NEIGHBOURS Powermix, 

8 pm-4 am, $5 
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PONY Different Drummer, 

9 pm, free 

Q NIGHTCLUB Low_Pass, 

10 pm-2 am, $15 
STAGE SEATTLE Vice 
Saturdays, 10 pm-2 am, 
Free/$15 

★ TIMBRE ROOM 

Rapture: Cookie Couture & 
Kara Phoebe, 10 pm- 
2 am, $10 

★ © VERMILLION Big 

Dig Record Show, 3-8 pm, 
$3/$ 1 0 


CLASSICAL 


★ © BENAROYA HALL Ten 

Grands, 7 pm, $43-$1 01; 

An Evening with Mark 
Pearson, 7:30 pm, $20-$30 
© BRECHEMIN 
AUDITORIUM Frequency: 
Bach Refractions, 

7:30 pm, free 

★ © CHRIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH Baroque in 
Transition (1600-1700), 

7:30 pm, $15-$25 

© FIRST FREE 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Flandel's Israel in Egypt, 
7:30 pm, free 

★ © MCCAW HALL The 
Magic Flute, $25-$292 

★ © MEANY HALL Emel 
Mathlouthi, 8 pm, $40-$45 

★ PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
Seattle Rock Orchestra 
Performs the Beatles, 8 pm, 
$27.50-$37.50 


SUN 5/14 


ANCHOR PUB Leah Tussing 
& Rafael Tranquilino, 

2-5 pm 

BARBOZA The Weeks with 
The Lonely Biscuits, 8 pm, 

$ 1 2/$ 1 5 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Rondda Cadle & Friends, 

1 pm, $1 5/$20 
THE FUNHOUSE Zee Will, 
817 Inc., Rosby, Blow, 8 pm, 
$8/$ 1 0 

HIGH DIVE Brotha' 

Groove, Simple-Minded 
Symphony, Torpoise, 8 pm, 
$ 6/$8 

LO-FI Shagnasty, 
Severhead, Minster Creep, 

8 pm 

SUNSET TAVERN Sweet 
Spirit, And And And, 

Flappy Times Sad Times, 

8 pm, $8 

TRACTOR TAVERN Anais 
Mitchell with Hip Hachet, 

8 pm, $15 

© TRIPLE DOOR Tift 
Merritt with The Suitcase 
Junket, 8 pm, $22/$25 

1 T*+4 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Spyro 
Gyra, 7:30 pm, $32.50 
TRIPLE DOOR Brian Nova 
Jazz Jam, 7 pm, free 

★ ©TULA’S Jim Cutler 
Jazz Orchestra, 7:30 pm, 
$10; Jazz Police, 4 pm, $5 
VITO’S RESTAURANT 

6 LOUNGE ★ The Ron 
Weinstein Trio, 9:30 pm, 
free; Bob Hammer, 6 pm, 
free 

ED 

BALTIC ROOM 

Resurrection Sundays, 

9 pm-2 am, $5 
CONTOUR Thank You 
Mama Top a Top, 8 pm- 

2 am 

CUFF Sunday Tea Dance, 
5-11 pm, free 
KREMWERK Fraktured, 9 
pm-2 am, free; ★ Research 
ft. Avalon Emerson, 

10 pm-8 am 
NEIGHBOURS Noche 
Latino, 10 pm-2 am, $5 
PONY The World's Tiniest 
Tea Dance, 4-9 pm, free 

R PLACE Homo Hop, 10 pm 

★ RE-BAR Flammable, 10 
pm-3 am, $10 

THE UPSTAIRS Turntable 
Sundae: Liquid Dreams, 

7 pm-12 am, free 


CLASSICAL 


★ © MCCAW HALL The 

Magic Flute, $25-$292 

★ PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
Seattle Rock Orchestra 
Performs the Beatles, 2 pm, 
$27.50-$37.50 

© TRINITY PARISH 
CHURCH Seattle Bach 
Choir, 6-7 pm, free 


MON 5/15 


THE FUNHOUSE Plague 
Shaman, Cesspul, Eyas/ 
Luna, Sleeper 72, 7 pm, 

$8/$ 1 0 

HIGHLINE The Cowboys, 
Star & the Equal Time, 

Juicy Thompson and the 
Snuggle Regime, 

9:30 pm, $7 

THE ROYAL ROOM The 

Royal Room Collective 
Music Ensemble, 

7:30 pm, free 
© STUDIO SEVEN 
Affiance, Convictions, 
Versus, Time Spent, 7 pm, 

$ 1 2/$ 1 5 

SUNSET TAVERN Sunflower 
Sutra, The Arnolds, Wade 
James Phillips, 8 pm, $8 
TRACTOR TAVERN The 
Wild Reeds, Blank Range, 
Isaak Opatz, 8 pm, $13 
© VERA PROJECT Infinity 
Shred, Meishi Smile, Thought 
Tempo, Boaconstructor, 

7 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 2 

THE ROYAL ROOM The 

Salute Sessions, 10 pm, free 
TULA’S pH Factor Big Band, 
7:30 pm, $10 

nn 

BALTIC ROOM Jam Jam, 

9 pm, $10 

★ BAR SUE Motown on 
Mondays, 10 pm, free 
KREMWERK Family Meal 
with The Kipples, 8 pm- 
midnight, $8 

PONY Rock and Roll Queer 
Bar, 9 pm, free 


CLASSICAL 


★ © MCCAW HALL The 

Magic Flute, $25-$292 


TUE 5/16 


EL CORAZON When 
In Rome, Metikulous, 
Vampyre, Masedgod, 
Playbots, 8 pm, $10/$ 12 

★ THE ROYAL ROOM The 
Suffering Fuckheads, 

10 pm, free 

© STUDIO SEVEN Shining, 
Revenge, Wolvhammer, 
Wythre, Sacrament Ov 
Impurity, 7 pm, $ 1 5/$ 1 8 
SUNSET TAVERN Toast, 
Sunsets West, This 
American Knife, 8 pm, $8 
TRACTOR TAVERN Peyote 
Ugly, Timberfoot, Yesler, 

8 pm, $8 

VERMILLION Dead On 
Cue, Blue Hour, Whiting 
Tennis, 7 pm, free 

P 1X+A 

JAZZ ALLEY Larry Fuller 
Trio, 7:30 pm, $10 
OWL N’ THISTLE Jazz with 
Eric Verlinde, 8 pm, free 
TULA’S Lineup! Mark 
Taylor and Dawn Clement 

ED 

BALTIC ROOM Drum & 
Bass Tuesdays, 10 pm, free 

★ HAVANA Real Love '90s, 

9 pm, $ 5/Free 


CLASSICAL 


HIGH DIVE Opera on Tap, 
7:30 pm, $5/$8 
★ © MCCAW HALL The 
Magic Flute, $25-$292 
©MEANY HALL Kirill 
Gerstein, 7:30 pm, $40-$45 
NAKED CITY BREWERY 
& TAPHOUSE Early Music 
Underground: The 
(Baroque) Trumpet Shall 
Sound, 7-9 pm, $20 






WEDkISPAY. MAY ID 


ACOUSTIC GUITAB SUMMIT I* AT. 

BILL MIZE. ERiC IlNCSTAD. 
TIM FASRfLL AND CAR! TOStEN 


THURSDAY. MAY 11 


KARAOKE WORLD CHAMPtOHSWPS 

KEEP ON SINGING! 


PRIDAV. MAV 12 


CYRILLE GOSSELIN 

WITH THE U c UP PROJECT 


SATURDAY VAY 1 j 


GOLDNWOLF 

JOMNY SONIC 


SUNDAY. MAY U 


RONNDA CADLE 

AND FRIENDS 


THUB&DAX MAY 10 


KAKAOKt WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

KEEP ON SINGING! 


IN THE SOUR HON SASf 


EVEffTlUES TUESDAY NIGHT MUSIC CLUB 
EVERY WED AE SOLUTE KARAOKE 
EVERY 1HLRS CRASH THE GLASS 
3 YfHJhiC-r-HHAYLFf. P&FW MARTS N. 
AND Ai-BFRTA 
5/13DMKMC 
S/W CHAM PAG Nf SUNDAY 


COMING UP 


5/1 V CAILL CUP1LS 
5/20 STRIPPED KREYY BURLESQUE 
f HOLLY NfAR 
5/2J 5MINO 

5/26 ALL GA$ NO WA*e$ 

5/2 ? S1EVEN CLEJHIS 
m Vtol ft CMG27 GUY73 
6/3 ft 6/4 3£APHOG 
6/14 KAI1MBA THE SPIftlT Of EARTH 
WIND A FIVE £ CHICAGO THE TRIBUTE 
?/ 1 JESSIE RfYEf 


AVAILABLE FO» PRIVATE EVflOTS 
WWW COLUM EL AC ITY1 HEAT E R-COM 



Wednesday, May 10 

ICE TEETH 
OOZER, Vampyre 

9:30 PM $7 


Friday, May 12 

DANCE WITH THE DEAD 
Wolftron 

9 PM $12- $14 


Saturday, May 13 

PILLORIAN (EXAGALLOCH) 
Nest, 

Isenordal 

9 PM $10- $12 


Sunday, May 14 

CONAN 

North, He Whose Ox Is Gored, 
Serial Hawk 

9 PM $12- $15 


Monday, May 15 

THE COWBOYS 
Pleasures, 

Juicy Thompson 
and the Snuggle Regime 

9:30 PM $7 


Wednesday, May 17 

THE SCHIZOPHONICS 
Sir Coyler & His Asthmatic Band, 
Dr. Quinn and the Medicine Woman 

9 PM $8 


www.highlineseattle.com 

210 Broadway Ave E • 21+ 
Dinner service everyday 5-llpm 



THURSDAY 5/11 

ODDISEE 

& GOOD COMPNY 

OLIVIER ST. LOUIS + DI100PR00F 


SATURDAY 5/13 

THE DIP 

THE TRUE LOVES + WHITNEY MONGE 


THURSDAY 5/18 

SHWAYZE 

COOL GRANDE + MICAHB + RYAN TAYLOR 


SATURDAY 5/20 

DAVID BAZAN 

SEAN LANE 


WEDNESDAY 5/24 

BLACK MARBLE 

DARA + DREAMDECAY 


THURSDAY 5/25 

BD + THESHEEKS 

AUTOMOTIVE STEAMHORSE 
+ NIGHT SHIPS 


FRIDAY 6/02 

D) PREMIER 
& THE BADDER BAND 


SATURDAY 6/03 

GIFTED GAB 

JARS DEE + SWISHER SLEEP 
+ FANTASY LEAGUE DJS 


TUESDAY 6/06 

CHON 

TERA MELOS + COVET + LITTLE TYREE 


BfIRBOZfl 

COMING UP NEXT 



FLEI 

THlRSIAr 5/11 

ETMAC WOOD 

1 

IE 

SATURDAY 5/13 

SSY LANZA 

KATE NV 

SUNDAY 5/14 

THE WEEKS 

THE LONELY BISCUITS 

WEDNESDAY 5/17 

FONZARELLI 

SKATES! + DIRTY OUTS 


THURSDAY 5/18 

NEWAXEYES 

YOURYOUNGBODY + SOMESURPRISES 


WEEKLY FRIDAYS, SATURDAY 
DANCE NIGHTS FROM 10:30PM TO CLOSE 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE RUNAWAY 
NEUMOS.COM | THEBARBOZA.COM 


NEUMOS.COM | THEOAROOZA.COM | THERUNAWAYSEAnLE.COM 


925 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 



THHUyftAYll ■ 720PM 

i am rapaport 


V • 


fri/may 12 & sat/May is * bpm 

liz callaway & 
ann hampton 
callaway : ‘sibling 
revelry’ 


suh/may m * ePM 

lift merritt 

w/the suitcase junket 


TUE/MAY 16 - 

THU/MAY IB ►fcSOHM 

richard thompson 
(solo/acoustic) 

JV 

f fi 4 • 

FRtflMAYlS » 7:30PM 

the dudley 
manlove quartet - 


nett * 5/50 mn* marie ' Vi robbie 
fuiu w/ david tuning ■ S/2 ? marly 
stuart a Ms fabulous superlatives 
• 5/53 bfflycMds quartet • 5/2-a my 
rogeri and the delta rhythm kings 

■ 5/2£ Kettle secret music showcase 
fll 7 * S/56 divinity roxx w/ black 
stax ■ 5/2? rawnl wadtlra ■ 5/28 
the bobs - final appearance ihi 

■ G/i sW presents puget sou wftrack: 
prom queen * d/2 and'ett Joslyn 

■ S/3 blue it ret I jait voices 


musicquanum 

KEVUTACOVEH k&Qjge 

■ 5/10 jd hobson • 5/11 pan! 
benoit trio 5/12 happy hour; 
swing Ipo/lessarosa /1‘ jelly 
rollers ■ S/V bnan nova jazz jam 
5 5/15 closed for the evening 

■ 5/Si the chat Ifpp groove tripp 


PLEASE ARRIVE EARLY 

CMn 14 N6unh Pbdftl&W tHttw 

thetripledoor.net 

216 UNION STREET^ SEATTLE 
206.33fl.4333 
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CORINKE 
BAILEY RAE 

wlNh I4MIU, WOOPS 


JUNE ft tl 34 PH 


TESTAMENT "WHJ*" 

wirk St FtJirUfl A + PflONG IIIH fal * 


wirh SEPUlTURA + PHONG 
MAY 11 I 


FLIGHT 
TD MARS 

wirh TH U hi D [ F! P U E 'i Y 


pat rt 


I tfM 


wllh MOTHER MOTHER 


JUNE 1 JlWPM 


THE SPECIALS 


JUNE ll llHHM 


KLKFI SHOWE-OS PRESENT 

JURASSIC 5 


STUDIO ? PftlSfNTi 

YNGWIE 

MALMSTEEN 


MURDEfl BY DEATH 
* TIGER ARMY 

whh TIM BARRY 


JULY! 



SHOWBOX SODO 


ITO* hUT AVI MU l SOUTH 


BLUE DCTOSEn BUSH 


ivhliiiiev’iiD twi taufH 


M*Y t;MRM 


»VI IHffffVgiNlHW 

THE JESUS AND 
MART CHAIN 


MAY 2 -J MOPM 




MAT 34 R.QOPM 


itfrhftPlKKIIMt* 
MAY M LOONA 


XXXTENTACIDN 

uPk BMMnwF }ICE PU-WTTP WIMP 
■EH)B + <RAW Xl-N 


MINI U 


STEETLIGHT 

MANIFESTO 


h J 1 HNT aWIWTQUNCl 


ICILY I B:Wf>M 


Get tickets at 

Oft CALL 8SB-929-7B49 


axs 


.com 





CROCODILE 


5/11 

THURSDAY 


5/11 

THURSDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

Acid Mothers Temple @ The Sunset 

Babylon, Hound Dog Taylor’s Hand 21 and over 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

Princess Nokia 

2 ShOWS All ages SOLD OUT 


5/12 

FRIDAY 



Six Degrees Records Presents:: 

Meklit ‘When The People Move, The 
Music Moves Too’ CD Release Concert 

Gabriel Teodros, DJ WD4D 21 and over 


5/13 

SATURDAY 



txtMe Presents:: 

TXTME: T3 Part 1 feat. Cool Grande 


Cool GRANDE 21 and over 


5/16 

TUESDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

JMSN 

Gabriel Garzon-Montano, Alcordo All ages 


5/17 

WEDNESDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

An Evening with Pete Yorn 
You & Me 

All ages 



Sun 8/13 

MARGARET 

GLASPY 



Sat 9/9 

CARBON LEAF 


5/19 FORTUNATE YOUTH 5/20 IRON DRAGON 5/20 HANDSOME GHOST @ THE TIMBRE 
ROOM 5/24 #IRL DANCE PARTY 5/25 UNIVERSOUL MIXTAPE 5/26 LOUIS FUTON 5/27 
FLYNT FLOSSY AND TURQUOISE JEEP 5/28 KNOWMADS 5/30 THE HOT BRASS BAND 
5/31 BACK BAR OPEN 4PM-2AM 6/1 CHASTITY BELT 6/2 VALERIE JUNE 6/3 PASSAFIRE 6/4 FELLY 
6/5 WAWES 6/7 ZAKK SABBATH 6/9 MY GOODNESS 6/10 DANIEL LANOIS / ROCCO DELUCA 


2200 2ND AVE ★ CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 


SHOWBOXPRESEIUI5.COM 


TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE 

★ MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM ★ 
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POST PINUP Harry Styles gets serious while Damon Albarn stays behind the curtain. 


Two Directions 

Harry Styles and Damon Albarn Shake Off 
Pop Stardom in Radically Different Ways 

BY SEAN NELSON 


H arry Styles , the debut solo album 
from Harry Styles, formerly of 
the British boy band One Direc- 
tion, comes out this week. This is big news 
in many quarters, including Rolling Stone 
magazine (which featured Styles on its last 
cover), Twitter (where One Direction fans of 
all ages continue to jockey for the position 
of who can embrace Styles’s new sound the 
hardest), the remnants of the music industry 
(which can still rev up an impressive show of 
solidarity — or rather synergy — when a legiti- 
mate superstar makes a new record), and the 
82 nations around the world (including the US 
and UK) that made Styles’s lead-off single 
number one the moment it was available. 

Writing that last sentence reminded me 
of a time when number-one singles and Roll- 
ing Stone magazine occupied a more central 
place in the culture, and when a dutiful music 
fan might have felt an urge, or even a respon- 
sibility, to take a position about Styles, or 
One Direction — a group of five blisteringly 
attractive British/Irish lads (none more so 
than Styles) who were “discovered” by Simon 
Cowell on the UK TV show The X Factor. But 
in 2017, it’s no challenge to be familiar with 
one of the biggest international groups of the 
past decade, and the dating habits of its most 
famous member, without ever knowingly 
hearing a single note of their music. 

I pause here to mention that while all boy 
bands are alike to my ears, some of One Direc- 
tion’s songs were noticeably better — which is 
to say less gratuitously horrible — than most. 

The release of the single “Sign of the 
Times” began prompting podcast conver- 
sations about the meaning and merits of 


Styles’s embrace of a rock style on his solo de- 
but. In the context of UK boy band pop stars 
striking out on their own, “rock” is a relative 
value that generally means “arranged for and 
played on instruments that aren’t synthesiz- 
ers,” but it’s unmistakable that “Sign of the 
Times” is way more rock than One Direction. 
That isn’t saying much, but given Styles’s 
profile, it also isn’t saying nothing. 

The rock in question is big and ballady, pi- 
ano driven in the mode of early-middle Elton 

If you have a passing 
acquaintance with 1970s 
commercial soft-rock, 
Harry Styles’s solo stuff 
will sound familiar. 


John and softly grand like the Raspberries. 
(Also, I know that verse melody from some- 
where.) The other two songs that Styles has 
aired in public have similarly easy-to-identify 
antecedents. Second single “Sweet Creature” 
reaches conspicuously for the string-scrape 
delicacy of “Blackbird,” but grasps something 
more adult contemporary with the aid of desul- 
tory relationship observations (“It’s hard when 
we argue”). The Laurel Canyon harmonies on 
“Ever Since New York,” the other number 
Styles and his band performed on Saturday 
Night Live last month, hit a much sweeter 
spot — not too far down the road from Crosby, 
Stills & Nash, Jackson Browne, or even, mi- 
nus one or two more elaborate intervals, Fleet 
Foxes. His voice has a nice grain of yearn in it. 


All of which is to say: If you have a passing 
acquaintance with the sober end of the 1970s 
commercial soft-rock canon, Harry Styles’s 
solo stuff will sound deeply familiar, and pos- 
sibly even pleasing. It seems unlikely that the 
people who are most eagerly awaiting this al- 
bum will have those associations to bring to 
it, so it will be interesting to see what it winds 
up meaning to them, if “meaning” isn’t too 
grampsy a word to apply to this subject. The 
idea of contemporary teenagers having their 
important moments scored by songs meant to 
evoke the songs that scored similar experienc- 
es for their parents, and even grandparents, 
seems implausible but weirdly appealing. 

Because it used to be a reliable signifier of 
seriousness, toughness, and heterosexuality, 
turning to rock — or at least a sort of pop-ified 
version of it — has been a winning strategy 
for several other alumni of British boy bands, 
most conspicuously George Michael, who 
vaulted from the smoldering remains of 
Wham! to cultivate his Faith period, an album 
that made conspicuous use of rock sounds 
while taking full advantage of a club- and pop- 
chart-friendly production palette. 

For Michael, “rock” was as much a fash- 
ion choice as a sound, and it came replete 
with a fashion rock look (jeans, leather 
jacket, stubble — all as tight as possible) and 
several impossibly catchy songs and videos 
meant to reframe the iconography of Elvis 
for the late 1980s. 

His second solo album, Listen Without 
Prejudice, Vol. 1 , also employed some rock 
moves, but it embraced the ambitious hybrid of 
pop and dance elements more brazenly. Speak- 
ing of brazen, its impossibly catchy lead-off 


single, “Freedom ’90,” also had the audacity to 
play the ultimate British pop card: addressing 
its audience directly, essentially begging them 
to let the singer remain famous despite having 
previously been a boy band star. 

Robbie Williams, who had been a member 
of the 1990s boy band Take That, was so en- 
amored of George Michael’s solo success that 
he not only repeated his strategy, but bor- 
rowed his song. Williams’s solo debut was a 
(not strong) cover of “Freedom ’90” in 1996. 
He never stopped being fundamentally pop, 
but he found a way to associate himself with 
the momentum, look, and general feel of Brit- 
pop’s prominent rock bands. 

On reflection, given 1990s rock’s tricky ob- 
session with authenticity, Williams’s cozying 
up to Oasis and company was a pretty amaz- 
ing ruse for a boy band alumnus to pull off. 
As a career tactic, though, it was straight out 
of the pop-star playbook: Go where the fame 
is. Harry Styles’s solo material may not prove 
to be especially memorable as a collection of 
music, but it is noteworthy — and I suppose 
admirable, if you like to think of the world in 
such terms — for going where the fame isn’t, 
and hasn’t been for some time. 

Apropos of Britpop and Harry Styles, 
it’s worth considering the career of Damon 
Albarn as a contrasting example. Though 
Blur always operated under a traditional 
rock band model, the success of their third 
album, Parklife, in 1994, delivered them into 
the same sphere of UK pop chart stardom as 
the likes of Take That. They became pinups 
in magazines published for young girls, fod- 
der for tabloids, and not long after, entered 
into a singles chart stunt feud with Oasis that 
would come to permanently link their name 
and legacy with that vastly inferior group. 

At the center of all of this was Albarn, who 
had a face that was made to be a pop pinup, 
and whose hunger for fame was evident in 
every move the band made. The fame he 
achieved came to be overwhelming, and the 
inevitable consequences — backlash, fall from 
grace, personal problems, etc. — wrought 
changes in Albarn that any observer of his ca- 
reer could see, burying himself in a dazzling 
and somewhat dizzying number of side proj- 
ects, solo experiments, and one-offs that not 
only stood in contrast to his camera-mugging 
rock band frontman persona, but did so by 
manifestly removing himself from the center 
of the frame. 

By the time Blur initially split up in 2003, 
he had already somewhat eclipsed the group 
by creating Gorillaz, a “virtual” band (in the 
parlance of the times) with cartoon avatars. 
The first Gorillaz album sold seven million 
copies around the world — far more than Blur 
ever did — and their four subsequent LPs, rich 
in dance, R&B, and hiphop textures, have also 
been successes. More to the point, they have 
been increasingly ambitious with regard to col- 
laborations and guest appearances. 

Their unwieldy new 20-song record, Hu- 
manz, features appearances by Grace Jones, 
Mavis Staples, Vince Staples, Pusha T, 
Rag’n’Bone Man, Anthony Hamilton, Carly Si- 
mon, De La Soul, Jean-Michel Jarre, and even 
Noel Gallagher, among others. Plastic Beach 
from 2010 had Snoop Dogg, Lou Reed, Mos Def, 
Bobby Womack, Gruff Rhys, Mark E. Smith, 
and Mick Jones and Paul Simonon of the Clash 
(who also featured in the touring band). 

Though it has become impossible to keep 
track of everything Albarn does, the factor 
his many projects seem to have in common 
is that he is surrounded, even obscured, by 
the people he works with. There are many 
songs on Humanz on which his voice — the 
group’s only real identifiable element — never 
appears. He has become content to linger 
behind the curtain, orchestrating the chaos, 
letting Jamie Hewlett’s cartoon avatars do 
his mugging for him. 

Talk about a sign of the times. ■ 





34 May 10, 2017 THE STRANGER 




STU LARSEN 

MUM? *VWUSI 4 ■ EAIBDZA 

19 nui - nCKErFLT.HM*. 



MAY 

VRAMOUMTTHE.ATR 

MX AGeS - TICSS7MA5iea.CT.1 


THIS 

TV 1 *! 

nK *«*H 
**Jf*j“ 


WEES ■ 3H&LT OVT LMM - AMT ULUX - ALLLE ft SOAmtir - MCNQUI.COM 



Street F5/r„,„ 6e?r/w/ne tent. ..kids M A under free* 


Jp/n us on the beautiful Olympic Peninsula 






THE STRANGER May 10, 2017 35 



REID HAITHCOCK 


NORDRA She has the ability to transform listening. 


Dark Side of the Tune 

Nordra and Zen Mother’s Art of Noise 

BY DAVE SEGAL 


I f you’ve been hitting underground rock 
and electronic shows over the last two 
years, you’ve probably heard and seen 
Monika Khot playing her reflective chrome 
guitar for both the cerebral noise-rock group 
Zen Mother and her artfully apocalyptic, 
drone-based solo project Nordra. In both 
contexts, she has a sound that makes a per- 
manent impression. 

At this year’s Corridor Fest at the George- 
town Steam Plant, Nordra played music of 
calamitous grandeur and grotesque beauty, fu- 
eled by thanatoptic-sounding drones, doomy, 
Demdike Stare-like atmospheres, and beats 
that hit like deathblows. 

Last October, she recorded 
a postindustrial electronic 
score for the Pylon II 
dance performance at King 
Street Station, conjuring 
overwhelming dystopian 
sensations. Passages of disturbing tranquil- 
ity alternated between moments of crushing 
claustrophobia, as Nordra masterfully con- 
toured the music’s dynamics and textures to 
fit Pylon IF s surveillance-paranoia theme. 
Adding synthesizers and foundation-shudder- 
ing techno beats to her palette, Nordra forged 
an unforgettable, visceral soundtrack that 
overshadowed the excellent dancers. 

This year will also see the release of Nor- 
dra’s debut album proper on SIGE Records 
and Zen Mother’s first full-length, I Was 
Made to Be Like Her (out this summer on 
Illuminasty). The latter stands as one of the 
most distinctively tenebrous and beautiful 
rock records likely to come out of Seattle in 
2017. The former allows free rein to Khot’s 
impulse to conjure avant-garde-imaginary- 
horror-film soundtrackage and solemn 
atmosphere-mongering. It seems certain 
that Nordra’s approach will go over well on 
her European tour in May and June. 

Khot began making unignorable waves in 
Seattle after relocating from a Virginia sub- 
urb of Washington, DC, in 2014, two weeks 
after meeting her Zen Mother bandmate and 
partner Wolcott Smith (they’re also in the 
lower-profile psych-pop unit Invisible Hand). 
Rather than just move cross-country in one 
fell swoop, they decided to tour across Ameri- 
ca, even though they’d released only one song, 
“Perfect.” It was a really good song, you see. 

A main motivation to move to Seattle was 
the scenery. In an interview conducted at her 
and Smith’s loft/studio space, Khot says, “I 
love the fog and the way it sits on the moun- 
tains and the evergreens, and the general 
color palette and feeling of this area. I was 
heavily into the Microphones when I started 


thinking about this area. I heard those sound- 
scapes in my head and wanted to check it out.” 

Khot and Smith initially bonded over a 
shared love of diabolical French composer 
Igor Wakhevitch — an indicator of true love. 
“What’s cool about [Wakhevitch] is the whole 
1970s rock and new-music influence,” Khot 
says. “We were so all about that. I was doing 
a lot of computer music/new music stuff at 
the time. [Smith] was doing lots of rock stuff. 
We thought, let’s fuse this.” 

Zen Mother parlayed their chemistry 
and creativity to win Northwest Film Forum 
and Brick Lane Records’ Puget Soundtrack 
Residency to score Ale- 
jandro Jodorowsky’s The 
Holy Mountain for an 
August 25 performance at 
NWFF. The group’s eerie 
and stark approach should 
enhance that visually ar- 
resting cult classic. 

SIGE Records’ Faith Coloccia has become 
one of Khot’s most ardent champions. “What 
drew us to Nordra was seeing her perform at 
Debacle [in 2016]. Her show added so much ad- 
ditional energy to the room; she has the ability 
to transform listening. Her music and presence 
are also hard to fit into categories or trends.” 

Coloccia says that she and SIGE partner 
Aaron Turner (also of SUMAC) possess “a 
simple, intuitive attraction to what is differ- 
ent, honest, and new.” On a recent tour with 
SUMAC, Nordra, against the odds, wowed 
the heavy-metal crowd. She says that some 
fans told her they didn’t realize electronic 
music could be so fierce. “They would say, 
Tt’s so weird, I don’t normally like that in- 
strumentation and drum machines, but I like 
what you do because it’s doomy and brutal.’” 

Another thing that distinguishes Khot: 
She’s a woman of color in a white-male- 
dominated scene. If you’re expecting to hear 
tales of bias and oppression, though, you’ll be 
surprised. 

“If anything, I feel like a unicorn in the 
room,” she says. “I get a positive impact from 
it. I know other people don’t feel that way. I 
don’t feel that white cis men in the music indus- 
try have ever wronged me in a musical way.” 
In fact, Khot says that toiling in this milieu has 
helped her to elevate her art. “I feel empow- 
ered by it. It makes me work really hard.” 

With both Nordra and Zen Mother (the 
latter of which played KEXP’s Audioasis last 
year), Khot is poised to bring uncompromis- 
ing electronic music and avant-rock into wider 
acceptance, a remarkable feat in a city that’s 
feeling less open-minded to underground cul- 
ture with each new influx of tech workers. ■ 


Nordra 

w/Demdike Stare, Chloe Frieda, 
Cameron Shafii 

Thurs May 1 1 , Kremwerk, 8 pm, 
$14 adv/$18 DOS, 21 + 
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ALL SHOWS / ALL AGES BAR W/ID UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 
JUST OFF 1ST AVE SOUTH - 110 S. HORTON 
More Info 206-286-1312 or www.studioseven.us 


THU 5/11 8PM 21 & OVER 

GIRLS NIGHT OUT 
THE SHOW 


MON 5/15 6:30PM 

AFFIANCE 

CONVICTIONS / VERSUS / TIME SPENT 


TUES 5/16 7PM 

SHINING 

REVENGE / WOLVHAMMER / WYTHRE 
/SACRAMENT 0V IMPURITY 


THU 5/18 6:30PM 21 & OVER 

Y&T 

DARKH0RSE/0NE GUN SHY 


SAT 5/20 6PM 

EVERGREY 

SEVEN KINGDOMS / NEED / ASCENDIA 
/ PR0ZACK STAPLE / CONVERGENCE 


MON 5/22 6PM 

XANDRIA 

K0BRA & THE LOTUS / ONCE HUMAN 
/WHAT THOU WILT/VESUVIAN 


TUE 5/23 

ARKONA 

SIRENA/ MINDMAZE/ GRAVESHADOW / 
BLOOD & THUNDER / ANTHRACENE 


WED 5/24 5:30PM 

DESTRUCTION 

WARBRINGER/ JUNGLE ROT/ 
HELLBENDER / DEVIATION / RELIGICIDE 


YNGWIE MALMSTEEN CRYPTOPSY 
/ DECREPIT BIRTH / RIVERS OF NIHIL / THE ZENITH 
PASSAGE / THE KENNEDY VEIL / VISCERAL DISGORGE / 
SEEKER / GLOOM MORBID ANGEL / SUFFOCATION 
/ REVOCATION / WITHERED / BELTFED WEAPON 
INANIMATE EXISTENCE, REAPING ASMODEIA / CYBORG 
OCTOPUS/ THE DEVILS OF L0UDUN COREY FELDMEN 
& HIS ANGELS / MULDOON / TIGER RIDER / STIOC FB 
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I Feel Bad About Not 
Enjoying Myself 
at Private Lives 

BY RICH SMITH 



W alking through the doors of Inscape 
Arts — the old INS building just 
south of Chinatown-International District — 
plopping down in a padded folding chair, and 
taking in a stage scattered with badly painted 
backdrops and props filled my heart with a 
strange kind of hope. 

Maybe — despite my instincts, and despite 
everything that the scenic design was telling 
me — this shoestring production of Noel Cow- 
ard’s Private Lives , which runs at the Slate 
Theater through May 20, could be good? 

My sympathies were all on the side of the 
play The power of good acting and good writing, 
after all, can transcend even the most slapdash 
of stages. Recent shows like That’swhatshesaid, 
Puny Humans , and Waning prove you can do a 
lot of work with very limited resources, and the 
worlds into which audiences descend really do 
live in the words and gestures of the characters. 

And there’s certainly 
some opportunity for 
good acting and good 
writing in Coward’s Pri- 
vate Lives , a fast-talking, gossipy 1930s comedy 
written by a semi-closeted gay genius about 
horrible upper-middle-class people. Stuff writ- 
ten by semi-closeted gay geniuses in the first 
part of the 20th century is the best! I think of 
Frank O’Hara, C.B Cavafy, H.D., Lorraine 
Hansberry, and William Inge. 

The play’s premise: Elyot (Kit Lascher) 
and Amanda (Isis Phoenix) were once in a 
toxic marriage. They physically and emotion- 
ally abused each other. But, you know, there 
was passion. After their divorce, they each 
married normies: Sybil (Alysha Curry) and 
Victor (Jesse Calixto), respectively. On their 
honeymoon, Elyot and Amanda wind up book- 
ing neighboring hotel rooms. The two meet by 
chance on a moonlit balcony. High jinks ensue. 

Aside from enjoying the high-octane wit, the 
play ultimately offers a bleak, cynical take on 
the staying power of first loves. The first person 
you fall in love with has an advantage, because 
the motions of love feel novel: the adoption of 
a love song, the first three months where you 
just have sex and drink a lot, the first few ar- 
guments, the first few makeup sessions, etc. 
Going through that process all over again with 


someone else reveals committed relationships 
as some kind of business enterprise and not a 
romantic practice ordained by the mysterious 
universe or a flying cherubic baby or whatever. 
That sad critique of monogamy is really inter- 
esting, especially slipped into a class comedy 
that’s just supposed to be kinda fun! 

And Reboot Theatre’s production of the 
play promised to, as they say in their mission 
statement, test “new interpretations of estab- 
lished works through nontraditional casting, 
design, and methods yet to be discovered.” In 
this case, they “reimagined the male protago- 
nist, Elyot, as a trans man” and cast Lascher, 
a genderqueer actor, to play him. 

Throughout the script, Elyot says he wants 
learn to “smoke a pipe,” raises an eyebrow 
when he says the word “gay,” says he and 
Amanda used to “live in sin,” and claims to have 
the same feminine intuition as the women who 
canceled their tickets to 
ride on the Titanic. 

In Reboot’s produc- 
tion, Elyot is now a trans 
man (so sayeth director Jasmine Joshua) who 
is attracted to women, but the lines that read 
as gay subtext are pretty much the same. So 
Elyot is a trans man who is also in the closet as 
bisexual? That’s a deep and fascinating closet, 
but Joshua’s ability to explore that is limited 
by the fact that the gay material is subtext in 
Coward’s script in the first place. 

But the show’s main problem is the pac- 
ing in the second act is deadly slow, and the 
good performances only come from Phoenix 
and Calixto. Unlike the other actors during 
the performance I saw, Phoenix and Ca- 
lixto never get caught trying to catch up to 
the speed of the dialogue. The production’s 
chief delight is watching Phoenix, in her role 
as Amanda, luxuriating in her power to ma- 
nipulate the men in her life using her humor 
and strength. During one of her lingerie-clad 
scuffles with Elyot, for instance, she grabs him 
by the collar and yells in his face like a lion. 
While Phoenix shows she can banter just as 
well as she can roar, Calixto totally embodies 
Victor’s comically stiff persona, never once 
bending under the weight of what should be, 
for him, a devastating emotional situation. ■ 


Private Lives 

Reboot Theatre Company at Slate Theater 
Through May 20 
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Claire Dederer’s 
Love and Trouble 
Is a Memoir About 
Sex and Power 

And It’s Very Good — and Very Funny 

BY CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE 


I t’s hard to express what’s so good about 
Claire Dederer’s Love and Trouble, a 
new memoir about sex, power, female friend- 
ship, and the consolations of literature. In her 
mid-40s, for no particular reason, Dederer ex- 
perienced “a world-terror that sometimes sent 
[her] to bed in the middle of the day.” 

“[It] howled at the door, no matter how cozy 
I was in the house with my funny children and 
my husband who was always willing to chat 
with me, no matter the 
hour,” she writes. “My 
inability to get out of bed 
puzzled everyone.” 

As she tries to make 
sense of her despair, 
her ability to get into 
bed — to get guys into 
bed, beginning as a 
young teenager — re- 
plays in her mind and 
throughout the book. 

On the first page, she 
calls her youthful self “a 
disastrous pirate slut of 
a girl.” In high school, 
she identifies with the 
recklessness of F. Scott 
Fitzgerald’s fictional 
character Josephine, 
from the short stories 
in Taps at Reveille : “I 
fell, like Josephine, of- 
ten and disastrously. 

I didn’t care how it 
turned out, for me or 
him or anyone else.” 

She confesses, “I operated at a higher pitch, 
sexually and romantically, than other people. 
I wanted harder than other people. And yet 
I felt disempowered to take action. I needed 
someone to do it to me. This need would never 
go away, though I didn’t know it at the time.” 

In college, her ability to sleep with many 
men makes her “feel kind of crazy with pow- 
er.” She “never stopped. . . like a shark.” When 
her brother comes to visit her at Oberlin 
College, they sit on a bench that happens to 
have “FOR A GOOD TIME CALL CLAIRE 
DEDERER” scrawled on it, along with her 
campus phone number. She turns red, and her 
brother is “horrified yet unsurprised.” 

What emerges, in the course of this vivid, 
hilarious, daring self-portrait of a book, is a 
person who has achieved clarity about her 
own contradictions, or at least has figured out 
how to use those contradictions as an excuse 
to bring lively writing into the world. 

Told from changing points of view, the mem- 
oir is practically a master class in narrative 
technique. The chapter “How to Have Sex with 
Your Husband of Fifteen Years” is written in 


second person; “Recidivist Slutty Tendencies 
in the Pre-AIDS-Era Adolescent Female: A 
Case Study” is written in pseudoscientific third 
person; the chapter “Dear Roman Polanski” is 
written in first person, in the form of a letter. 

“Roman Polanski, as I grow older I think 
about you more and more often,” she writes. 
“In fact, sometimes I can’t stop thinking about 
you. Is it because I have a thirteen-year-old 
daughter, the same age Samantha Gailey was 
when you raped her? 
That seems kind of, I 
dunno, obvious. And 
yet that’s when you ap- 
peared in my mind, like 
the squirrel who once 
moved into the crawl 
space above my kitch- 
en.” One contradiction 
is that Dederer wants 
to give her daughter the 
freedom to be as wild as 
she was, and yet she’s 
terrified of granting 
her that freedom; when 
Dederer was 13 herself, 
a stoned adult climbed 
into her sleeping bag 
and pressed himself 
repeatedly against her 
naked thigh. 

Another contradic- 
tion is that the figure of 
a rapist interacts com- 
plicatedly with Deder- 
er’s own desires to be 
dominated, to be taken 
by a man against her will (a recurrent fantasy 
that gets its own chapter, “Uchronia”). And 
then there’s a tendril of the narrator’s Po- 
lanski obsession that’s more or less writerly: 
“Perhaps it’s significant that I try so hard to 
view the scene from your point of view. I im- 
mediately ask: What did you see when you 
looked at her? Even I, with my earnest intent 
to imagine her experience, allow the story to 
be hijacked by you, Polanski.” 

This knot of contradictions runs like a rip 
current through the book (“Dear Roman Polan- 
ski, Part Deux” is the book’s penultimate chap- 
ter), but despite her worries that there is some- 
thing troubled about her nature, this is not a 
troubling book. The world is troubling, yes, but 
this narrator’s intelligence, her curiosity about 
the ambivalence that defines inferiority, and 
the unique light cast by her experiences grow- 
ing up in Seattle the 1970s and ’80s yield insight 
and laughs on every page. The adults around 
her back then were “finding themselves” too, 
many of them turning to sex, or drugs, or “try- 
ing to figure out different, original, new ways of 
living that involved yurts.” ■ 


LOVE AND 



C 

CLAIRE DEDERER 


Claire Dederer with Cheryl Waters 

Fri May 1 2, Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5 
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THE SCARE CHOW PROJECT 
PRESENTS? 


5030 ROOSEVELT WAYNE, SEATTLE • 206-524-8554 
www.scarecrow.com 



SCARECROW fflim 


rideo -\ 


ON SALE THIS WEEK! Also available for rent! 


see our website 

. tor details^ 



JEANNE DIELMAN (Criterion Collection) 

Chantal Akerman’s Feminist Masterpiece 
Blu-ray $26.95 

KIJU YOSHIDA: LOVE + ANARCHISM 

Three Little-seen Avant Garde Japanese Classics 
DVD /Blu-ray $69.95 

BRAIN DAMAGE 

Check Your Head 
DVD /Blu-ray $25.95 


For a full list of New Releases for rent + sale, visit scarecrow.com 


ONE MORE TIME WITH FEELING 

Documentary on Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds 
DVD $17.95 Blu-ray $21 .95 

SERIAL MOM 

Kathleen Turner Gets Stabby 
Blu-ray $26.95 

THINGS TO COME 

Isabelle Huppert Gets Her Groove Back 
Blu-ray $24.95 


I i 




THE VOID 

Killer Sci-Fi, 80’s Throwback-style 
DVD $22.95 

ADIOS SABATA 

Nobody Messes With Yul Brynner 
Blu-ray $21.95 

FANTASTIC FEAR OF EVERYTHING 

Simon Pegg is Really, Really Scared 
Blu-ray $24.95 


GiveBIG is 
May 10! 



Show Your Love awe 
for your Favorite 
Non-Profit! 

www.givebigseattle.org/scarecrow-video 
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FILM 


SIFF Is More Important 
Now Than Ever 

BY IRINA VANPATTEN 


A s an immigrant, I was always 
puzzled by the fact that there is so 
little interest in America in foreign 
languages, and by extension in foreign movies, 
which leads to an absence of interest in other 
cultures in general. So when I married my 
American husband — a meat-and-potatoes guy, 
who never traveled outside the United States 
before he met me and to this day has trouble 
remembering any word that is not English — I 
was determined to bring the world culture to 
him, or at the very least foreign cinema. 

On my quest to educate my husband, I 
discovered the Seattle In- 
ternational Film Festival 
(SIFF), which became the 
saving grace for my agenda. 

This year’s festival begins 
May 18 and runs through 
June 11. As part of the fes- 
tival in 2014, my husband 
and I went to see Jeffrey D. 

Brown’s independent movie 
called Sold, about a Nepali 
girl who was sold into sexual 
slavery by her own family, 
which shocked us. It’s hard 
to comprehend such a level of 
injustice, but “this was not a 
unique case,” the producers told us after the 
movie ended. “This is the modern-day slav- 
ery spread around the world.” 

This story struck a chord in me. After the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, good-looking, 
desperate Eastern European ladies were a 
hot commodity who often fell victim to human 
traffickers in our region. Therefore, I was 
touched that the movie triggered a conver- 
sation about human trafficking between the 
producers and the American audience that 
otherwise may never have come up. 

One day, I asked my husband if he had 
ever heard about the Chernobyl nuclear di- 
saster that happened in 1986 in the former 
Soviet Union. To my surprise, he said he had 
but could not remember much about it. To 
jog his memory, I took him to the next SIFF 
to see The Russian Woodpecker, a documen- 
tary by Chad Gracia about these events. It 
blew my husband’s mind. For me, it was even 
more bizarre to watch it, because I lived just 
370 miles away from the place where the ra- 
dioactive clouds were covering the fields. 

I had heard stories of people dying from 
radiation poisoning while our government 
was covering this up, but no Soviet newspaper 
dared to write about it until the Soviet Union 


collapsed. “This is what the absence of free- 
dom of speech looks like,” I told my husband 
that day, seeing this tragedy for the first time 
through American eyes. In a sense, watching 
that film was not only good for my husband, 
but also for me, as it brought to light details 
that were hidden from me while I was living 
behind the Iron Curtain. 

It is not always gloom and doom at the 
film festival. We literally laughed ourselves 
to tears while watching the Spanish wedding 
drama turned comedy Family United by 
Daniel Sanchez Arevalo, where absolutely ev- 
erything that could go wrong 
did go wrong, and then some. 
In 2016, we saw the Italian 
drama The Complexity of 
Happiness by Gianni Za- 
nasi, an uplifting story about 
love and betrayal, trust and 
distrust, all wrapped up in 
the sexiness of the Italian 
language. 

SIFF has primarily been a 
fascinating, lovely, nonpolitical 
festival to me, but then Donald 
Trump became the president 
and life took a sharp turn. 
Now SIFF is also mon amie 
in my resistance to Trump’s Muslim travel ban, 
which closed our borders to many prominent 
filmmakers from the Middle East. The Middle 
Eastern movies, to which I paid little attention 
before, will be on the top of my agenda at the 
festival this year. 

Because SIFF offers year-around cinema 
and not just the festival, I got a jump start 
earlier this spring with a trip to SIFF Cin- 
ema Uptown to see the Iranian movie The 
Salesman by Asghar Farhadi, which won 
an Oscar this year for best foreign language 
film. A human drama about a husband deal- 
ing with the aftermath of his wife’s rape in 
one of the most conservative countries on 
earth, it deepened my belief that we are not 
different: We love the same, we grieve the 
same, we forgive the same. 

We, as Americans, must seek out stories 
from Iran and Iraq and Syria. It is good for us, 
and good for the country, because movies pro- 
voke awareness and compassion and can help 
us heal. Through SIFF, we can see beyond the 
hateful sentiments that Trump has unearthed 
recently in our society. I thank the organizers 
of this festival for what they do, inspiring un- 
derstanding of our shared humanity in an era 
of chaos and fear. Vive la SIFF! ■ 



Seattle International 
Film Festival 

May 1 8-June 1 1 
thestranger.com/siff 
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molly MOON’S Melted Chocolate. 

The Ice-Cream Mile 

Hopscotch Through These Six Shops 
That All Serve Up Frosty Treats 

BY ANCA L. SZILAGYI 


A n abundance of ice cream is surely not 
the worst symptom of late capitalism, 
and with summer right around the corner, 
knowing about the one-mile stretch of Union 
Street where there are now six establishments 
serving the frosty treat is a matter of great 
importance. (Can we bring back the term 


“parlor”? Or does that only allude to seedy 
massage joints?) With the help of my trusty 
research assistant/lactose-tolerant husband, 
Michael, I sampled at least two flavors from 
each shop: whatever seemed most unusual 
and, as a highly scientific control, chocolate. 

The budget conscious may balk at an $8 
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cone, but that is the price of a single scoop 
at Frankie & Jo’s (1010 E Union St), lo- 
cated on the Capitol Hill side of Union. (A 
“mini” is $4 without a cone.) Alas, perhaps 
that’s the cost of serving up plant-based 
ice creams (with coconut- and cashew-milk 
bases) and paying rent on the same block as 
the Renee Erickson empire. The California 
Cabin promised wood-smoked-vanilla and 
pine ice cream, its rich vanilla-bean founda- 
tion speckled with gluten-free black-pepper 
cardamom shortbread that was a tad chalky 
in larger pieces and could have been a lit- 
tle heavier on the spice. I expected sweet 
mint from the pine, so the tropical-fruit 
flavors of pineapple and banana came as 
a surprise. The Chocolate Date made for 
a dark, luscious, and pudding-like experi- 
ence. And the Salted Caramel Ash — gray, 
buttery, tart — contained activated charcoal, 
the reason unclear since our scooper said it 
doesn’t affect the taste, just the color. But it 
does offer the health benefit of natural teeth 
whitening. From Michael: “It’s like eating 
ice cream made from elephant’s milk.” 

If pricey ice cream raises your hackles, 
Chuck’s Hop Shop in the Central District 
(2001 E Union St) — which deals primarily in 
craft beer — offers a kiddie scoop of Full Tilt 
for a mere $1.50. The radioactively-colored 
flavors are most popular with the children 
who run amok as their parents imbibe IPAs 
and saisons. During a previous visit, a little 
girl smeared Cotton Candy ice cream on my 
bubble-gum-pink sweater, but I didn’t deign 
to sample it. This time, I went for the Blue 
Moon flavor, which resembles a blue the shade 
of Pantone 306C. I asked if it was raspberry- 
flavored. “Actually, it kinda tastes like Froot 
Loops,” the scooper replied. I thought it would 
be like those toxic quarter-waters of yore, that 
came in little barrel-shaped jugs with alumi- 
num tops. But no! It tasted exactly like creamy 
Froot Loops. And it was, in my opinion, far 
better than the chocolate mint chip, which was 
too light on the chocolate. Michael disagreed. 

Across the street, Central District Ice 
Cream Company (2016 E Union St) pre- 
sented us with too many intriguing options, 
and — crafty geniuses — they change all of 
them monthly. In April, the Beast Mode 
Toasted “Marsh-Mellow” featured beauti- 
fully caramelized marshmallow bits along 
with squishier chunks of mini-marshmallows. 
I could have done without the squishy and 
gone for more toasted bits instead, but per- 
haps that would betray the “mellow” promise 
of the flavor. The magnificent Chocolate Jas- 
mine was the clear winner. It was studded 
with still-darker chunks of chocolate that had 
a delectable crunch, while the infusion of jas- 
mine gave off a heady floral perfume. CDICC 
sells prior months’ flavors by the pint; if 
Chocolate Jasmine is available, take a pint 
home. They also sell ice-cream sandwiches 
created with large macarons and pizzelles 
(traditional Italian waffle cookies). I chose a 


■ 









pizzelle that had an Olive Oil with Balsamic 
Caramel center, but the olive-oil-dominant 
flavor lacked any balsamic sharpness or in- 
tense caramel. The pizzelle was not so brittle 
as to fall apart, so the sandwich didn’t col- 
lapse with a bite. It didn’t taste like much, but 
the texture was nice. 

Further down, Feed Co. Burgers (1190 
24th Ave) serves milkshakes made from Sno- 
qualmie Ice Cream. The chocolate shake was 
fairly standard, about as benign as a Wendy’s 
Frosty. The swirl of chocolate syrup at the 
bottom tasted exactly like what you would 
expect from it. Its thickness, however, proved 
satisfying, and better suited for a spoon rath- 
er than a straw. Meanwhile, the Blackberry & 
Blueberry was surprisingly mild. I expected 
a tart onslaught from the blackberries, but 
they took a backseat to the extra-creamy 
texture and wholesome flavor of blueberries, 
which elicited a feeling of goodwill toward 
the world. It was almost reminiscent of baby 
food, save for the berry puree at the cup’s 
bottom, which darkened and sweetened the 
flavor and added a seedy crunch. 

Street Treats (2407 E Union St) is the 
newest addition to the Ice Cream Mile, a 
food truck that opened a kitchen and serves 
from a counter in the same building as Feed 
Co. With no seating available inside, we ate 
Street Treats’ custom ice-cream sandwiches 
standing under a nearby overhang to avoid 
the rain. We squished the ice cream gently to 
fit our mouths around a complete bite. The 
cookies — chocolate chip and snickerdoodle — 
were just the right balance of crispy, chewy, 
and moist. We paired the snickerdoodle with 
a very good, if standard, chocolate, and the 
chocolate chip with toasted coconut, which 
could have been coconuttier. Here, the ice 
cream served more as moisture for the cook- 
ies rather than the cookie being a vessel for 
the ice cream. 

One cannot discuss ice cream in Seattle 
without bringing up Molly Moon’s. Full dis- 
closure: Michael and I developed a dangerous 
addiction to the salted caramel back in the 
last dregs of the Great Recession. We ate it 
more often than I care to admit, until we re- 
alized we were gaining weight and straining 
our budget. Thus, out of a profound sense of 
duty, we trudged up to the Madrona location 
(1408 34th Ave), which shares space with a 
laundromat but thankfully doesn’t smell of 
detergent or dirty underwear. The seasonal 
flavor, Sour Cream Rhubarb Crisp, tasted 
like lemony cheesecake with goopy swirls of 
not-too-tart jam. Oat and buckwheat crumble 
gave it a mild crunch, but I was in it for the 
jam. The Melted Chocolate was dark and 
unctuous, how chocolate ice cream should be. 

Overall, Central District Ice Cream Com- 
pany struck me as the most creative of the 
bunch, sticking the landing with its swoon- 
worthy Chocolate Jasmine. Michael had a 
more magnanimous view: “My favorite ice 
cream place is whichever one I’m sitting in.” ■ 
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Rent our mobile wine bar. Complete with a photo 
booth, lounge and draft wine / craft beer on tap. 


theVinoStream.com 
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DECADENT 


VEGAN FOOD 

7 days* 5-npm 

HAPPY HOUR 
5-6 everyday 
$3 wells 
$i off all beers 
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LIVE MUSIC MOST NIGHTS 

- FOR FULL CALENDAR VISIT OUR WEBSITE - 
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Claire 

Buss 

Filmmaker and 
game-show host 

TEXT BY AMBER CORTES 
PHOTO BY STANTON STEPHENS 


What is The Future Is 07 What can 
we expect (and expect to be sur- 
prised by) in the next one (May 19 
and 20 at Northwest Film Forum)? 

The Future IsO is a satirical game show 
filmed in front of a live studio audience. 
The show features Northwest artists as 
contestants competing in games that 
are designed to underscore how funny 
and stupid it is to be a human in 2017. It 
started as a DIY art project in the living 
room of my house and has since blos- 
somed into a multi-camera operation out 
of Northwest Film Forum. In these next 
episodes, you can expect all new games, 
bizarre special guests, cultural critique 
disguised as neoliberal preening, and a 
Rube Goldberg-esque finale homage to 
life's frustrating moments. 

One time I ran into you, and you 
were taking part in some weird kind 
of lab experiment as a side gig? Do 
you still do that? 

Oh yeah! I was on my way home from 
a focus group for something I'd never 
heard of before but pretended to be an 
expert in because they paid me $50. This 
city is expensive! I want to keep making 
TV and films, and that can cost a lot of 
money. I recently was wishing I had a 
moderate-to-severe yeast infection be- 
cause those medical research studies are 
where the real money's at. I'm willing to 
lend my mind/body to science if it means 
I can pay my sound engineer. 

What else do you do for fun around 
here? How should we, the people in 
Seattle, be getting our kicks these 
days in such dark times? 

You should go to the Shoreline Trans- 
fer Station. There's something really 
cathartic about throwing stuff over the 
ledge and into the big trash pile. There's 
also an incredible piece of art inside the 
dump that's just this gigantic photo- 
graph of Mount Rainier behind heaps 
of garbage. It is so surreal and funny to 
me. Beyond that, I like to ride my bike 
like a maniac in the middle of the night 
when I can't get my brain to shut off. 
And I watch a lot of television. ■ 
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

BY ROB BREZSNY 


For the Week of May 10 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): The process by which Zoo Jeans are 
manufactured is unusual. First, workers wrap and secure sheets of 
denim around car tires or big rubber balls, and take their raw creations 
to the Kamine Zoo in Hitachi City, Japan. There the denim-swaddled 
objects are thrown into pits where tigers or lions live. As the beasts 
roughhouse with their toys, they rip holes in the cloth. Later, the 
material is retrieved and used to sew the jeans. Might this story prove 
inspirational for you in the coming weeks? I suspect it will. Here's 
one possibility: You could arrange for something wild to play a role 
in shaping an influence you will have an intimate connection with. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): "Kiss the flame and it is yours," teased 
the poet Thomas Lux. What do you think he was hinting at? It's a 
metaphorical statement, of course. You wouldn't want to literally 
thrust your lips and tongue into a fire. But according to my reading 
of the astrological omens, you might benefit from exploring its 
meanings. Where to begin? May I suggest you visualize making out 
with the steady burn at the top of a candle? My sources tell me that 
doing so at this particular moment in your evolution will help kindle 
a new source of heat and light in your deep self — a fresh fount of 
glowing power that will burn sweet and strong like a miniature sun. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Your symbol of power during the 
next three weeks is a key. Visualize it. What picture pops into your 
imagination? Is it a bejeweled golden key like what might be used 
to access an old treasure chest? Is it a rustic key for a garden gate 
or an oversized key for an ornate door? Is it a more modern thing 
that locks and unlocks car doors with radio waves? Whatever you 
choose, Gemini, I suggest you enshrine it in as an inspirational image 
in the back of your mind. Just assume that it will subtly inspire and 
empower you to find the metaphorical "door" that leads to the next 
chapter of your life story. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You are free to reveal yourself in your 
full glory. For once in your life, you have cosmic clearance to ask for 
everything you want without apology. This is the LATER you have 
been saving yourself for. Here comes the reward for the hard work 
you've been doing that no one has completely appreciated. If the 
universe has any prohibitions or inhibitions to impose, I don't know 
what they are. If old karma has been preventing the influx of special 
dispensations and helpful X-factors, I suspect that old karma has at 
least temporarily been neutralized. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22): "I don't want to be at the mercy of my emo- 
tions," said Irish writer Oscar Wilde. "I want to use them, to enjoy them, 
and to dominate them." In my opinion, that may be one of the most 
radical vows ever formulated. Is it even possible for us human beings 
to gracefully manage our unruly flow of feelings? What you do in the 
coming weeks could provide evidence that the answer to that question 
might be yes. According to my reading of the astrological omens, you 
are now in a position to learn more about this high art than ever before. 

VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): Africa's highest mountain is Mount Kili- 
manjaro. Though it's near the equator, its peak is covered year-round 
with glaciers. In 2001, scientists predicted that global warming would 
melt them all by 201 5. But that hasn't happened. The ice cap is still 
receding slowly. It could endure for a while, even though it will 
eventually disappear. Let's borrow this scenario as a metaphor for 
your use, Virgo. First, consider the possibility that a certain thaw in 
your personal sphere isn't unfolding as quickly as you anticipated. 
Second, ruminate on the likelihood that it will, however, ultimately 
come to pass. Third, adjust your plans accordingly. 

LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): Will sex be humdrum and predictable in the 
coming weeks? No! On the contrary. Your interest in wandering out to 
the frontiers of erotic play could rise quite high. You may be animated 
and experimental in your approach to intimate communion, whether 
it's with another person or with yourself. Need any suggestions? Check 
out the "butterflies in flight" position or the "spinning wheel of roses" 
maneuver. Try the "hum and chuckle kissing dare" or the "churning 
radiance while riding the rain cloud" move. Or just invent your own 
variations and give them funny names that add to the adventure. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): Right now the word "simplicity" is 
irrelevant. You've got silky profundities to play with, slippery com- 
plications to relish, and lyrical labyrinths to wander around in. I hope 
you use these opportunities to tap into more of your subterranean 
powers. From what I can discern, your deep dark intelligence is ready 
to provide you with a host of fresh clues about who you really are 
and where you need to go. P.S. You can become better friends with 
the shadows without compromising your relationship to the light. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): You can bake your shoes in the 
oven at 350 degrees for 40 minutes, but that won't turn them into 
loaves of bread. Know what I'm saying, Sagittarius? Just because a 
chicken has wings doesn't mean it can fly over the rainbow. Catch 
my drift? You'll never create a silk purse out of dental floss and dead 
leaves. That's why I offer you the following advice: In the next two 
weeks, do your best to avoid paper tigers, red herrings, fool's gold, 
fake news, Trojan horses, straw men, pink elephants, convincing 
pretenders, and invisible bridges. There'll be a reward if you do: close 
encounters with shockingly beautiful honesty and authenticity that 
will be among your most useful blessings of 2017. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 19): Of all the signs of the zodiac, you Cap- 
ricorns are the least likely to believe in mythical utopias like Camelot 
or El Dorado or Shambhala. You tend to be uber-skeptical about the 
existence of legendary vanished riches like the last Russian czar's Fa- 
berge eggs or King John's crown jewels. And yet if wonderlands and 
treasures like those really do exist, I'm betting that some may soon be 
discovered by Capricorn explorers. Are there unaccounted-for master- 
pieces by Georgia O'Keeffe buried in a basement somewhere? Is the 
score of a lost Mozart symphony tucked away in a seedy antique store? 
I predict that your tribe will specialize in unearthing forgotten valu- 
ables, homing in on secret miracles, and locating missing mother lodes. 

AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb 18): According to my lyrical analysis of the 
astrological omens, here are examples of the kinds of experiences you 
might encounter in the next 21 days: (1) interludes that reawaken 
memories of the first time you fell in love, (2) people who act like 
helpful, moon-drunk angels just in the nick of time, (3) healing music 
or provocative art that stirs a secret part of you — a sweet spot you 
had barely been aware of, (4) an urge arising in your curious heart 
to speak the words "I invite lost and exiled beauty back into my life." 

PISCES (Feb 19-March 20): Ex-baseball player Eric DuBose was 
pulled over by Florida cops who spotted him driving his car erratically. 
They required him to submit to a few tests, hoping to determine 
whether he had consumed too much alcohol. "Can you recite the 
alphabet?" they asked. "I'm from the great state of Alabama," Du- 
Bose replied, "and they have a different alphabet there." I suggest, 
Pisces, that you try similar gambits whenever you find yourself in 
odd interludes or tricky transitions during the coming days — which I 
suspect will happen more than usual. Answer the questions you want 
to answer rather than the ones you're asked, for example. Make 
jokes that change the subject. Use the powers of distraction and 
postponement. You'll need extra slack, so seize it! ■ 


CAMPAIGN JOBS! 

Work with Grassroots Campaigns, Inc. on behalf of 

The ACLU 

Objectives: 

• Fight for LBGT rights 

• Protect a woman’s right to choose 

• Fight discrimination 

Pay: $2,400 - $3,000 per month 

Full-Time / Career 

Call Anna at (206) 299-2068 
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TOWN HALL CIVICS SCIENCE ARTS & CULTURE COMMUNITY 


(5/10) GiveBIG: Lunch Break 


(5/10) Town Hall and The Glaser 
Progress Foundation present 
Amy Goodman 
with Denis Moynihan 
Democracy Now! 
Covering the Movements 
Changing America 
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THE MOST POPULAR GUIDE TO THE 

SEATTLE INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL 

Issue Date: 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17th 

For over 20 years, The Stranger's guide to 
the Seattfe international Film Festival has 
been thego-to resource for 150,000 
filmgoers each year 

TO ADVERTISE 

call 206-323-7101 or e-mail us at 
a d i nf a @ th estra ng e r. com 


Space Reservation Deadline 
FRIDAY, MAY 12th 


(5/10) Northwest Science Writers 
Association, Society of Professional 
Journalists Western Washington, 
and Town Hall present 

Science, Fact Checking, 
and the News 


(5/11) Building Tour of Town Hall 


(5/11) Seattle Arts & Lectures 
presents 

Patricia Park, Ariel Schrag, 
and Sunil Yapa 

Part of the 

Sherman Alexie Loves series 


(5/12) Claire Dederer 
with Cheryl Waters 

Love, Trouble, and Sex at Midlife 


(5/12) Third Place Books 
presents 

Paula Hawkins 
with Kevin O’Brien 


(5/13) Saturday Family Concerts 

Jack & Kitty 


(5/13) UWNELC presents 

Hamsaz Ensemble 
featuring Ali Samadpour 


(5/1 5) Steve Clifford 

'The CEO Pay Machine' 


(5/15) Siddhartha Mukherjee 
with Steve Davis 

Deciphering the Puzzle 
of Human Heredity 


(5/16) James Forman Jr. 

‘Crime and Punishment 
in Black America' 


(5/17) MIT Enterprise Forum 
Northwest presents 

Biomedical Applications 
of 3D Printing 


(5/17) Jill Dougherty 

Putin's Diplomatic Poker Game 


(5/18) Kathy Shorr 
with Patricia Murphy 

Gun Violence in America 
A Discussion with Survivors 


(5/18) Town Hall and 
Ignite Seattle present 

Ignite Seattle 
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3ia W REPUBLICAN ST 


DO YOU HAVE 
PTSD AND 
ALCOHOL 
PROBLEMS? 

Seeking free treatment? 
Paid research opportunity. 

Call the APT study at 
206-543-0584 


COMMUNITY. 

CULTURE. 

cannabis: 


VISA 


NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT AND DEBIT 


BALLARD 
LAKE CITY 



LUXPOTSHOP.COM 


This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgement Do not operate a vehicle or machinery underthe 
influence of this drug. There may be health risks associatecfwith consumption of this product For use only by adults 21 and older. Keep out of reach of children. WAC 314-55-1 55 




d Tales 

Books 


Capitol Hill 
1833 Harvard Ave 
10am-9pm daily 

Ballard 

2419 NW Market St. 
12pm-7pm, Closed Tuesday 

Happy Hour 
6-Close 

25% off everything! 
both locations 



WWW.HfRBRhLEGENDS.CQH Eg POSaBU 



BOTHELL I BELLTOiTN/DBWIlTOiN I FREWQNT/BALtMD 

SREENWC0D/f ALLARD I OCEAN SHORES I SKVflAY/SEATAG 


Earn points# 
Score weed. 
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Sign up For our loyally program Id receive; 

Introductory discount, product speeia I s, 
inventory updates, & morel Visit shops for more info! 
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